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Every  man  is  an  omnibus  in  which 
all  his  ancestors  are  seated 
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“IF” 


If  you  can  keep  your  head  when  all  about  you 
Are  losing  theirs  and  blaming  it  on  you; 

If  you  can  trust  yourself  when  all  men  doubt  you, 

But  make  allowance  for  their  doubting  too; 

If  you  can  wait  and  not  be  tired  by  waiting, 

Or,  being  lied  about,  don’t  deal  in  lies, 

Or  being  hated  don’t  give  way  to  hating, 

And  yet  don’t  look  too  good,  nor  talk  too  wise; 

If  you  can  dream — and  not  make  dreams  your  master; 

If  you  can  think — and  not  make  thoughts  your  aim, 
If  you  can  meet  with  Triumph  and  Disaster 

And  treat  those  two  impostors  just  the  same; 

If  you  can  bear  to  hear  the  truth  you’ve  spoken 
Twisted  by  knaves  to  make  a  trap  for  fools, 

Or  watch  the  things  you  gave  your  life  to,  broken, 

And  stoop  and  build  ’em  up  with  worn-out  tools; 

If  you  can  make  one  heap  of  all  your  winnings 
And  risk  it  on  one-  turn  of  pitch-and-toss, 

And  lose,  and  start  again  at  your  beginnings, 

And  never  breathe  a  word  about  your  loss: 

If  you  can  force  your  heart  and  nerve  and  sinew 
To  serve  your  turn  long  after  they  are  gone, 

And  so  hold  on  when  there  is  nothing  in  you 

Except  the  Will  which  says  to  them:  “Hold  on!” 

If  you  can  talk  with  crowds  and  keep  your  virtue, 

Or  walk  with  Kings — nor  lose  the  common  touch, 

If  neither  foes  nor  loving  friends  can  hurt  you, 

If  all  men  count  with  you,  but  none  too  much: 

If  you  can  fill  the  unforgiving  minute 

With  sixty  seconds’  worth  of  distance  run, 

Yours  is  the  Earth  and  everything  that’s  in  it, 

And — which  is  more — you’ll  be  a  Man,  my  son! 

Rudyard  Kipling 
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ONE  SEWELL  FAMILY 


Henry  Sewell  I — Alice  Willoughby,  Virginia,  1610- 
1644.  ■ 

Henry  Sewell  II — Johanna  Warner,  Maryland,  1639- 
1700. 

Henry  Sewell  III — Mary  Marriott,  Maryland,  1675- 
1726. 

Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Sewell,  North  Carolina,  1715- 
1789. 

-  •*,*.. 

John  Sewell — Mary  Richmond,  Georgia,  1777-1862. 

John  Asberry  Sewell — Martha  N.  Polk,  Georgia, 
1820-1894. 

Levi  Francis  Sewell — Martha  F.  Morgan,  Georgia- 
Alabama,  1840-1925. 

Willis  Columbus  Sewell — Willie  Roseborough  Gay, 

Alabama,  1867-1930. 

Roy  Brown  Sewell — Mary  Ellen  Whatley,  Georgia, 
1898- _ 
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FOREWORD 


Every  man  at  some  time  or  other  wonders  how  his  name 
came  down  to  him.  Everyone  is  familiar  with  his  grand¬ 
parents  and  his  cousins  and  his  aunts,  but  farther  back  than 
two  generations  sometimes  is  legendary. 

In  recent  years  it  came  to  me  that  I  would  like  to  com¬ 
pile  a  record  of  the  Sewell  family  from  which  I  came  and  to 
which  I  am  trying  to  be  a  credit,  for  they  seem  to  have 
been  what  we  describe  as  “good  folks.”  So,  as  a  bequest  to 
my  children  and  grandchildren,  I  decided  to  put  between 
covers  a  condensed  story  of  my  family:  the  origin  of  the 
name,  how  it  came  to  the  New  World  and  moved  into  the 
South  to  multiply  and  in  most  cases  to  prosper.  Any  attempt 
to  give  a  detailed  history  of  all  the  related  families  who 
merged  with  the  Sewells  from  colonial  days  would  be  the 
work  of  a  lifetime  and  would  result  in  a  hopeless  tangle  of 
genealogical  data. 

This  modest  volume,  then,  briefly  will  trace  one  line  of 
Sewells  that  came  from  England  to  Virginia  in  earliest 
Colonial  days  and  followed  the  wave  of  migration  South¬ 
ward  to  the  rich  new  lands. 

Especially  do  I  wish  to  set  down  a  record  of  my  grand¬ 
parents,  Levi  Francis  and  Martha  Morgan  Sewell  and  of 
my  parents,  Willis  Columbus  and  Willie  Gay  Sewell  to 
show  how  they  lived  and  reared  their  families.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  story  of  my  parents  and  grandparents  will  give  our 
descendants  a  picture  of  pioneer  life  even  as  late  as  the  turn 
of  the  century. 

I  was  inspired  by  and  am  indebted  to  the  published  work 
of  my  cousin,  Worley  Levi  Sewell,  whose  scholarly  book 
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traced  the  footsteps  of  our  ancestors  from  the  days  of 
Colonial  Virginia  and  Maryland.  He  graciously  gave  me 
permission  to  use  some  of  the  material  he  so  painstakingly 
collected  and  organized.  His  book  is  a  service  to  all  of  us 
of  the  name. 

Worley  was  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  James  A. 
and  Lyda  Worley  Sewell,  grandson  of  Levi  Francis  Sewell. 
He  was  born  at  Buchanan,  Ga.,  and  moved  to  Atlanta  with 
his  parents  in  his  youth  and  attended  old  Emory  College. 
He  served  as  a  private  in  the  42nd  Division  in  the  AEF. 
He  married  Mary  Frances  Gresham,  of  Atlanta  and  after 
the  war  settled  in  West  Palm  Beach  where  he  established 
the  Sewell  Hardware  Co.,  a  successful  business. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  my  cousin,  Miss  Hattie  Mae  Sims, 
of  Bowdon,  who  is  an  authority  of.  all  family  matters,  for 

her  comprehensive  chart  of  our  immediate  family.  Extensive 

» 

data  on  branches  of  our  family  also  were  supplied  by  Mrs. 
Joy  Sewell,  of  Tucson,  Arizona  and  Mrs.  Frank  Sewell  of 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  Notes  from  Dr.  J.  F.  Sewell  of 
Wetumpka,  Alabama  were  helpful. 

Particularly  am  I  indebted  to  my  sister,  Martha  Frances, 
who  married  D.  T.  Ware,  a  lawyer,  of  Roanoke,  Alabama. 
Marchie  has  a  photographic  memory  and  the  gift  of  story 
telling.  She  refreshed  my  recollection  of  sidelights  and 
events  of  our  childhood.  She  made  our  childhood  live  again 
and  helped  give  this  volume  life  and  color. 

Finally,  the  production  of  the  book  represents  the  edi¬ 
torial  talents  of  Col.  Ed  Danforth,  nationally  famous  news¬ 
paper  man,  now  retired  and  heading  his  own  public  rela- 
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tions  firm.  For  many  years  we  have  been  close  friends  and 
when  I  thought  of  someone  to  help  me  compile  a  family 
brochure,  I  naturally  turned  to  him.  I  admired  him  as  a 
writer  during  his  years  on  the  Atlanta  newspapers  and  am 
fortunate  to  have  him  associated  with  me  in  business. 

Col.  Danforth  did  extensive  research  in  the  New  York 
Public  Library  and  in  the  Atlanta  Public  Library,  sifting 
volumes  that  dealt  with  the  origin  of  the  Sewell  name  in 
England  and  in  the  occurrence  of  the  name  in  Colonial 
times.  Among  the  volumes  consulted  in  preparing  our 
history  were:  “The  Sewells  in  the  New  World”  by  Sir  Hector 
Duff,  1924;  “The  Sewells  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,”  Montague 
Charles  Owen,  1905;  “The  Genealogy  with  Historical  and 
Personal  Comments  of  the  Known  Descendants  of  Col. 
Benjamin  Sewell  and  Lucy  Hicks”  by  Ben  Lee  Seawell, 
1935,  all  in  the  New  York  Public  Library;  “History  of  the 
Sewell  Families  in  America, ’L  Worley  Levi  Sewell,  Sr., 
1935;  in  hand:  “The  Founders  of  Anne  Arundel  and 
Howard  Counties,”  Warfield,  Atlanta  Public  Library. 

Painstaking  effort  has  been  expended  to  make  this  volume 
as  accurate  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  the  children  and  grand¬ 
children  will  derive  pleasure,  pride  and  some  inspiration 
from  these  sketches  of  their  forebears.  We  Sewells  can  say 
with  so  many  other  Southern  families,  that  we  are  regarded 
as  “good  folks.” 

Roy  Brown  Sewell 


Xll 


i  *  Aiqr-vo  ,ni  q!:  ot  whuikm  io  Jrf§  jorl  r  na  v  -3 
B  7-«  mirf  b37(mbB  I  .mi/I  ol  banurt  vll/jit  ien  I  t«ujfc»(d 


Y<?  oi.('  .'I  clnfibA  udl  i  ,iC  yic  j:  jj  ju  [ 

Ibinolo! 

•*  ?'•  ri  3»b.  no®  aaitu.fctf  I  ^  ooiA  u 

^•gpi.foM  "  1/(31  N  Jo alxl  j4i  Jo  .-Iowa?.  ariT“  ;b£(?l  ; 

1  -  •  .  :  r  _  r  r-v  r« 


»  10  to j/  ;  i  •  :v  k  :d!J  aildu  l/.  ioY  w- id  adl  m  is  I 

,.t  .lit- vrs  .  ivwl  yohoW  ',/. ahom/  ni  *  flaw.  Z 

■ 

J,°‘!  &»*• •  !•  8  Obi  . I  .{  o  e  .iq  07.:  /  3  * 

YJ  *  va?  a  V  .i.r  *  qi  i;ad-  Jo  >3fi  owi/fo  nod 


Contents 


Dedication . vii 

“If”  . . viii 

One  Sewell  Family . xi 

Foreword . x 

Illustrations . xv 

Cliapter  1  What’s  in  a  Name . xv 

Chapter  2  Origin  of  the  Sewell  Name . 5 

Chapter  3  A  Sewell  Comes  to  Virginia . 9 

Chapter  4  Samuel  Sewell  of  Maryland . 17 

Chapter  5  John  and  Mary  Sewell . 21 

Chapter  6  John  Asberry  Sewell . 27 

v«  *  - 

Chapter  7  Levi  Francis  and  Martha  Morgan  Sewell  .  .  .33 

Chapter  8  William  J.  and  Martha  Frances  Gay  Sewell  .  .  39 

Chapter  9  Willis  Columbus  and  Willie  Gay  Sewell  ....  43 

Chapter  10  Sewell  Place  Revisited . 53 

Chapter  1 1  Roy  Brown  and  Mary  Whatley  Sewell  ....  67 

Chapter  12  The  Sewell  Arms . 77 

Chapter  13  Auburn  Mementoes . 83 

Chapter  14  Roy  B.  Sewell,  Sr.:  A  Profile . 87 


Xlll 


iv  .  .  . 

...  .  ..  yji'.'a-!  •  nw-a2  a«0 

aaow3*i’ ! 

...  2Knir;>;m:  il 


.  l  f?i  a'iadV/ 

bft;  !•{•!  '/  'Jo  lb  -j  ,  ,j/n  > 

/W-  f  •  L)l.  lid;  •  i  ’J.] 


11 -vv:  ’  ’ v  •  ,  V  tom  awonfl  voH 


♦  L'liioi'l  A  :.i Z  £]  a jt^ahO 


Illustrations 


The  Sewell  Arms . 

Map  of  Colonial  Virginia . 

Map  of  Anne  Arundel  County  .... 

Will  of  Henry  Sewell,  II . 

Sewell  Place  in  Georgia . 

John  Asberry  Sewell  Oath  of  Compliance  . 

Sewell  Place  in  Maryland . 

John  Sewell  Headstone . 

Roy  B.  Sewell,  Sr . 

Mary  Whatley  Sewell . 

Roy  B.  Sewell,  Jr.  and  family  .  .....  .  . 

William  Sewell  and  family . 


Facing  page  iii 
.  After  page  8 
.  After  page  8 
Facing  page  16 
Facing  page  32 
Facing  page  32 
Facing  page  48 
Facing  page  48 
.  After  page  64 
.  After  page  64 
Facing  page  80 
Facing  page  8 1 


. 

<  nel  bn«i  Hawj£  m  ilfiW 


•  •  •  •  «m>.  ,  V  kinolf  )  lo  qr.M 
•  •  •  •  Y':n;.  >  Ivbnu  A  ..  lo  c  ;N 

•  •  •  •  •  .  IJ  ,U9ws2  Yinsii  lo  lliW 

|_ . U-JwaZ  idol 


H.  1  '  bn.j  liowtf  /n;  ,.;iW 


Chapter 


What’s  In  A  Name  ? 


1 


A 

ils  far  back  as  recorded 
history  takes  us,  men  and  women  bore  personal  names, 
yet  the  hereditary  surname  as  we  know  it  today  dates  back 
no  more  than  900  years.  As  the^  world  became  more 
crowded  and  neighbors  more  numerous,  a  surname  was 
added  to  the  primitive  personal  name  to  avoid  confusion 
and  to  indicate  family  relationship. 

These  surnames  were  formed  from  ( 1 )  the  given  name 
of  the  sire,  (2)  from  personal  characteristics,  (3)  from  a 
locality  or  place  of  residence,  and  (4)  from  occupation.  So, 
perhaps,  came  John-son,  William-son,  Richard-son  and  the 
like.  The  prefixes  “Mac,”  “Fitz”  and  “O’  ”  seem  to  have 
been  formed  in  that  manner. 

Appearance  or  characteristics  suggested  Strong,  Long, 
Short,  Hardy,  Wise,  Good.  Old  records  show  names  like 
William  the  Strong,  John  the  Wise  and  so  on.  With  the 
Normans  came  surnames  prefixed  by  “de”  and  “de  la” 
meaning  “of”  like  Simon  de  Montfort.  Place  names  evolved 
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by  adding  “ford,”  “ham”  (hamlet)  or  “ton”  (town)  account 
for  Ashford,  Barham  and  Norton. 

Other  surnames  came  from  occupation:  Smith,  Baker, 
Cook,  Carver,  Chamberlain,  Gardner,  Bishop,  Chandler, 
Alderman,  Chancellor,  Mason,  Miller,  Taylor,  Barber. 

Church  registers,  assize  rolls  and  wills  in  England  show 
that  after  1355  the  “de”  and  “le”  of  Norman  origin  were 
dropped  and  family  names  became  settled  to  meet  the 
demands  of  a  society  that  began  to  keep  careful  records. 
The  spelling  of  names,  however,  was  based  on  phonetics 
and  the  whim  of  the  owner. 

However  spelled,  a  surname  that  has  come  down  from 
the  old  times  takes  on  character  and  color.  It  comes  to  be 
a  cherished  possession  of  the  bearer.  His  “good  name”  is 
a  priceless  asset  in  business  and  social  life.  A  man’s  surname 
is  an  institution  and  naturally  he  is  interested  in  its  origin 
and  what  it  stood  for  in  bygone  generations. 

It  is  fascinating  to  realize  that  from  each  of  us  stretches 
back  along  the  years  an  unbroken  thread  of  life  to  two  in¬ 
dividuals.  From  two  shadowy  ancestors  who  lived  long 
enough  to  produce  sons  and  daughters  comes  a  skein  of 
existence  that  we  hold  momentarily. 

Yet  each  of  us  is  descended  from  thousands  of  men  and 
women,  a  number  that  increases  directly  as  the  number  of 
generations  under  scrutiny. 

It  is  possible  to  trace  many  American  families  back 
twelve  generations,  or  approximately  350  years,  and  some¬ 
times  the  records  are  established  to  assign  one  man  and  his 
wife  as  the  founders  of  the  family.  Yet  twelve  generations 
ago,  each  of  us  has  a  total  of  4,096  ancestors.  Each  of  us 
has  two  parents,  four  grandparents,  eight  great  grand- 
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parents  and  so  on.  Dr.  D.  M.  Smith  of  the  Mathematics 
Department  of  Georgia  Tech  furnishes  an  equation  to 
determine  the  total  number  of  ancestors  for  any  number 
of  generations.  He  says: 

“Let  A  equal  the  number  of  ancestors,  a  equal  2  (the 
first  group  of  ancestors  (parents),  r  equal  2,  the  number  of 
parents  every  individual  has,  and  n,  the  number  of  genera¬ 
tions  ago. 

A=arn_1 

£• 

Then  A  equals  arn_1  or  4,096  in  12  generations  ago.” 

Let  us  glance  quickly  at  the  year  1609  when  4,096 
|  men  and  women  were  innocently  contriving  to  project  a 
man  named  John  Doe  into  Mid-Twentieth  Century.  His 
forebears  were  an  assortment  of  gentlemen  and  scoundrels 
in  whatever  proportion  prevailed  in  that  locality.  However, 
only  the  strongest  genes  survived  the  years  and  reached  us 
at  this  point  in  time.  That  the  name  itself,  the  symbol  of 
the  family,  survived  the  crudely  planned  vital  statistics  of 
the  age  suggests  that  an  old  name  is  to  be  cherished  and 
respected. 
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Chapter 


Origin  of  the  Sewell  Name 


2 


. 

f  Oh,  who  undertakes  to  trace 

family  history  into  the  dim  past  must  expect  to  encounter 
many  spellings  of  the  name.  Even  within  the  same  genera- 
tion,  men  who  bore  a  name  spelled  it  to  suit  their  own  ideas 
of  phonetics.  Vital  statistics  in  England  were  incomplete 
and  often  were  kept  by  individuals  of  scant  education. 

One  investigator  searching  in  the  Newberry  Library  of 
Genealogy,  Chicago,  found  these  spellings  of  the  Sewell 

name:  Sewel,  Sewell,  Sowel,  Sewill,  Sewals,  Sewayl,  Sewold, 

-***■•■ 

Suwold,  Suwald,  Suwall,  Suwell,  Siwell,  Seaweld,  Sewall, 
and  Seawell.  Some  of  these  variations  were  found  in  Eng¬ 
land  even  in  adjoining  shires.  Others  developed  among  the 
descendants  who  came  to  America. 

Now,  the  two  spellings  most  widely  occurring  in  the 
United  States  are  “Sewell”  (pronounced  Soo-well)  and 
“Seawell”  (pronounced  See-well). 

Speculation  on  the  origin  of  the  name  is  interesting. 
Montague  Charles  Owen  in  his  book  “The  Sewells  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight”  (1905)  favors  the  origin  in  a  place  name: 
SE-south,  WEALD-wood  or  wells.  Another  source  calls  it 
a  Teutonic  word  meaning  “sea  power.” 

Ancient  records  show  that  one  Sewaldo  (Latinized  into 
Sewallis)  held  land  in  Warwickshire  before  the  Norman 
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conquest.  Sewald  was  an  old  Saxon  baptismal  name.  Sewell 
was  an  old  family  and  place  name  in  the  12th  century. 

Owen  finds  also  in  Turberville’s  “Booke  of  Hunting” 
(1575)  this  definition:  “Sewel,  or  shewed — anything  that 
is  hung  up  is  called  a  sewel  and  those  are  used  to  amaze  a 
deare  and  to  make  him  refuse  to  pass  where  they  are 
hanged  up.”  That  sounds  like  an  old  English  scarecrow, 
devised  perhaps  by  a  Sewel  gentleman  to  facilitate  his  hunt¬ 
ing  parties. 

One  William  de  Sewell  was  rector  of  Blaby  in  Leicester¬ 
shire  in  1236.  Old  records  show  Sewells  were  numerous  in 
Bedfordshire  from  the  late  13th  century  to  mid-16th.  Sir 
John  de  Sewell  was  a  gentleman  who  followed  the  Black 
Prince  to  the  wars.  Sewell  de  Bovill  was  archbishop  of 
York,  1256-1258.  John  Sewale  was  sheriff  of  Essex  and 
Hertfordshire  in  the  late  13th  century.  The  Sewells  of  Essex 
were  considered  to  be  descendants  of  Sir  John  de  Sewell  of 
the  time  of  King  Edward  IV.  By  the  mid- 14th  century, 
many  of  the  landed  gentry  in  Warwickshire,  Essex,  Leices¬ 
tershire  and  Bedfordshire  bore  the  name  of  Sewell  or 
Sewale. 

Our  immigrant  ancestor  came  from  this  vigorous,  restless 
clan  in  Southern  England  where  stirrings  of  religious  differ¬ 
ences  had  young  men  in  a  ferment.  Our  Henry  Sewell,  a 
Dissenter,  was  among  the  first  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new 
colony  of  Virginia.  He  began  trading  in  tobacco.  Later, 
another  Henry  Sewell,  mayor  of  Coventry  in  1617,  was  to 
come  to  Massachusetts  in  1637  and  found  that  vigorous 
entourage  that  played  such  a  prominent  part  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  New  England.  Ours  was  destined  to  be  a  pioneer 
name,  a  name  that  did  not  thrive  in  a  crowded  environment. 


[8] 


,B  "  v  ibw!;  s  TO  ,k.v:  r  inoitinifeb  eiril 

v-  'rj311j^  foil gn  I  Wo  ,  9a  •  • .  -ii joe  iwfl  *.q„  ;  • 

nr  n _ ri  * 


iii  mn-j.mm  snsw  aff;  woila  etaoan  blO  ;d€£l  ni  a  r  t:  '’SB 
.r  '  '  :-  r  ot  rift!  al»;I  mil  taofi  otiriabi  n,  V 

l_  . 


•*■  -■  >  VI  '  *  •  •  J 

•■  3  "Cl;  <  i>  :;  ■•■  i; '  lo  •tiijbn  •■  ;i  -  j  (  .  y  >kno3  .  >1 

'**3  .rfriabhmW  ,t  xoun  i.v>hn-:f  srff  lo  -mn, 

TO,  :  3W=.2  io  ;  awn  :di  *od  .trtiriat«.Jb3<-  bne  »-.«;«,•  j  M 


”  «2  r  °S«»  idi  mo / »  araso  w  ta^i  = >,  j  „■ bomi  mO  •  , 

■  * 


~  IH  W  l  . 

!  "  9  VmsH  ri/O  a  me  §  „,  -  „•,»  *.a,rt 

o/i  <  4»  _ 


v  <rt  3i  1  11  3  K  t  at  nr.i  o  ’  ^  o<*  .  asw  fio  •  ;«>  siti 


*•  i&-x  .ooacdot  ni  :joibi,i?  n£35><? 


<  >  >v  ;>  91 »  ai  mq  J  :•>»  moiq  «  ifcw*  ^siootas, 

,99nou*  ^  «w  ««*>  .bnsigrtH  io  inom  i  .  V':'.; 

Jxi-jmnoT  >  tobwoia *  ni  ^  bib  S6,U  sawn  s  t8faM  I ■ ■ 


c 

£  I 
o  .1 

X  73  1 

t/5  y  t 

•2  z  | 

.5  J 

C  £3  ; 

'5b  £  i 

u 

;r  o  I 

>  x  | 

i 

so  J!  I 

sj 

•S  3  ; 
E_  ] 

-J  1 1 
5  o  | 

ci  I 

w  'O  {■ 
03  -  ( 

U  «- 

0)  3 

=i  j 

U  *  j 

v  i 

C  «>  ■' 

.S’S 

•*— » •  •- 

rt  7  I 


C  _ 

'I  11 

03  > 

•  —  / 

C  it 

‘5b 1/5 

5>. 

^  c 

—  d) 

c4, 

O  <U 

o  !u 

U-c 

°r 

Oh  -  1 

03  .= 

E  0 

_  O 

03 


The  upper  section  of  the  mural  map  at  Williamsburg  shows  Anne  Arundel  County.  Maryland  and  the  Severn 
River  where  Henry  Sewell  II  and  other  colonists  moved  from  Virginia,  circa  1650. 


Chapter 


A  Sewell  Comes  to  Virginia 


\  1 


3 


T 

JL/et  this  account  sketch 
the  progress  of  one  family  that  became  a  moving  part  of  the 
tide  of  civilization  that  swept  southward  from  its  source  on 
the  shores  where  Englishmen  set  up  homes  in  the  new  land. 
This  stream  was  the  wave  of  pioneer  settlers  that  sought 
new  lands  opening  up  in  the  Indian  country  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  Georgia  and  Alabama.  If  our  family  has  any  signifi¬ 
cance  in  the  story  of  our  country,  it  is  in  augmenting  the 
drive,  the  urge,  the  ferment  that  kept  the  new  generation 
on  the  move  from  old  homesteads. 

This  account,  then,  will  start  with  Henry  Sewell,  of 
Sewell’s  Point,  Virginia  .  .  .  one  of  the  many  Sewells  of 
Middle  England  who  were  impelled  by  the  yearning  for 
religious  freedom  or  by  the  call  of  new  horizons  to  come 
to  America.  If  the  tracing  of  one  family  line  through  the 
hundreds  of  Sewells  who  came  southward  gives  something 
of  the  pioneer  life  in  the  rural  South  in  the  last  century,  the 
effort  will  be  worth  while. 

Henry  Sewell,  an  adventurous  scion  of  a  well  established, 
widely  spread  family  in  England,  came  to  the  New  World 


[  11  ] 


I;  a  .  -  !  yumal  y  o  .  .1  -i.'.delA  £>n  ;  .  ,r 

•  ■  .  >  ,  ■ 

i 1  n )  /roil  avofa  j  ir  no 


•  *  •  ir.il  I  A 

•io  jflifn  •:<  0x1;  tc  1»![  •  fni  o  //  , 

>'  .V  ’I  •'  ilXO  'r  1  -so  ,,1  .  j,j  :  .. 


i,r  ate®  fc  »oio< «uGao)fi  )V'»B  ms  .Itewsg  ymoH  — 

bh  }  •«»  ol ;  0183  ,;>(  tlgrH  i.i  ylim*!  1)6-  ;;;  yfobiw 


in  the  wave  of  Western  colonization  and  settled  on  the 
Elizabeth  River  opposite  Point  Comfort  about  1620.  That 
he  was  a  man  of  means  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  on  a  considerable  tract  of  land  that  came  to 
be  known  as  “Sewell’s  Point”  (spelled  “Sowel’s”  on  some  old 
maps) .  He  married  Alice  Willoughby,  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
neighbor.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  from 
Elizabeth  City  in  1632  and  from  Lower  Norfolk  in  1639. 
He  grew  rich  in  the  tobacco  trade.  He  died  in  1644.  He  and 
his  wife  were  survived  by  three  children. 

The  executor  of  his  estate  was  ordered  by  the  court  in 
Elizabeth  City  to  build  a  church  at  Sewell’s  Point  and 
bury  there  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sewell.  Whether  they  died  together 
by  disease  or  tragedy  is  unknown. 

This,  then,  was  how  our  ancestor  appeared  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  scene.  Worley  Sewell,  my  cousin,  engaged  in  pains¬ 
taking  research  of  colonial  court  records  both  in  Virginia 
and  in  Maryland.  Warfield  in  his  book  “The  Founders  of 
Anne  Arundel  and  Howard  Counties”  fails  to  identify  the 
ship  on  which  Henry,  the  First,  came  to  these  shores. 
Passenger  manifests  were  incomplete.  Many  young  men 
arrived  in  America  as  crew  members  on  freight  boats. 
Others,  close  to  the  masters  of  the  vessels,  came  over  and 
landed  without  the  formality  of  registering  with  the  poorly 
administered  port  offices.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  our 
ancestor  was  well  established  in  the  burgeoning  colony  as  a 
man  of  substance  and  a  trader  whose  commerce  with 
England  was  profitable. 

Some  200  years  after  Henry  and  Alice  Willoughby  were 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  little  church  at  Sewell’s  Point, 
the  United  States  Navy  moved  in  to  establish  a  huge  base 
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and  traces  of  the  church  and  burying  ground,  if  any,  were 
obliterated.  The  Jamestown  Exposition  was  fashioned  on 
part  of  the  original  Henry  Sewell  acres. 

Our  Henry  Sewell  was  not  a  communicant  of  the  Church 
of  England  and  the  log  sanctuary  built  at  Sewell’s  Point 
was  of  the  Puritans  or  Dissenters.  Quite  a  number  of  colo¬ 
nists  were  established  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sewell’s  Point 
by  1662,  according  to  our  sources. 

Many  of  the  more  restless  souls  in  the  Virginia  group 
took  ship  and  moved  up  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Anne  Arundel 
County  on  the  Severn  River  in  the  new  province  of  Mary¬ 
land.  Among  them  was  Henry  Sewell,  second  son  of  Henry 
the  First,  for  whom,  one  may  judge,  Sewell’s  Point  was  be¬ 
coming  too  crowded.  In  the  tradition  of  his  English  fore¬ 
bears,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  537  acres  of  rolling  land 
along  the  Severn  and  called  it  “Sewell’s  Increase.”  It  was 
a  setting  fit  for  his  wife,  Johanna  Warner,  daughter  of 
James  Warner,  whom  he  had  met  and  married  while  mak¬ 
ing  surveys  in  the  region. 

The  Sewells  and  the  Warners  were  Dissenters,  so  the 
grant  of  such  an  important  tract  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
proprietors  is  an  interesting  item.  Historians  credit  Charles 
Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  with  great  wisdom  and  tolerance. 

This  second  Henry  in  court  records  is  styled  “Henry 
Sewell,  Gent.”  which  establishes  him  as  of  the  landed 
gentry,  a  holdover  distinction  from  our  English  origin. 
Henry  of  the  Severn  and  Johanna  had  two  sons,  James  and 
Henry.  James  died  without  issue,  but  Henry  survived  in 
full  vigor  to  continue  the  name.  Johanna  died  at  the  birth 
of  Henry,  who  would  be  the  “Third”  in  modern  usage.  The 
father  married  again  to  Elizabeth,  whose  maiden  name  is 
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unknown.  They  had  five  children.  These  six  children  of 
Henry,  Gent,  inherited  the  handsome  Maryland  acres  known 
as  “Sewell’s  Increase”  on  the  death  of  their  father.  It  fore¬ 
ordained  that  generations  of  Sewells  would  appear  on  the 
banks  of  the  Severn  and  dot  the  church  yards  with  their 
tombstones,  some  of  which  can  be  seen  to  this  day. 

Henry  Sewell,  III,  second  son  of  Henry  of  the  Severn, 
was  born  on  the  Maryland  estate  about  1675.  He  lived  the 
life  of  a  planter  and  by  1702  had  married  Mary  Marriott  of 
Anne  Arundel  county.  They  had  six  children  and  of  these 
Samuel  Sewell  was  one  in  whom  for  this  project  we  are  most 
interested. 
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COPY  OF  THE  WILL  OF  HENRY  SEWELL, 

OF  THE  SEVERN,  1691 


Here  is  copy  of  photostat  of  will  of  Henry  Sewell,  of  the 
Severn,  29th  September,  1691. 

/,  Henry  Sewell,  being  weak  in  body  but  yet  in  Sound  and  Pfct  memory  l 
make  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

It:  I  give  and  bequeath  my  Soul  to  my  Lord  that  made  and  all  mankind 

and  my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came. 

It:  1  leave  my  loving  friend,  Abraham  Child  and  Mr.  John  Mariott,  my 

ex-ers,  or  guardians  to  see  this  my  last  will  pformed. 

Item:  1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  James  Sewell  one  hundred  acres  of 
Land  out  of  this  dividend  that  I  now  live  on  on  the  out  side  of  the 
line  and  fower  acres.  (?) 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Henry  Sewell  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  this  divident  and  to  have  it  in  Beard  Neck  and  the  upper  end 
and  Bear  Branch  to  be  his  bounds  and  not  to  come  over  the  Branch. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Philip  Sewell  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  His  bounds  is  the  two  branches  that  is  Bear  Branch  and  the 
Cabbcn  Branch  and  to  run  his  course  out  between  the  two  Branches 
until  yt  he  has  his  complement  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Joshua  Sewell  one  hundred  acres  of 
Land  out  of  the  said  divident  beginning  at  the  lower  side  of  the  said 
Cabbin  Branch  and  the  said  branch  and  the  Lower  Line  to  be  his 
bounds  and  so  out  untill  that- he  has  his  compliment  of  the  said 
hundred  acres. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  one  feather  bed  one 
rug  one  blanket  one  shoat  one  bottle  four  pewter  dishes  four  pewter 
plates  one  pewter  Casen  on  Skillett. 

Item:  And  as  for  the  remainder  of  my  personall  Estate  after  the  payment 
of  my  debts  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  sons  Henry,  Phillip 
and  Joshua  Sewell,  and  my  daughters  Sarah  and  Ann  Sewell. 

Further  my  desire  is  that  my  Sonns  shall  have  the  benefit  of  their  Labour 
at  nineteen  years  of  age  and  the  instruction  of  their  guardian — If  they  or  the 
Court  shall  see  fit  or  that  they  are  capable.  Not  having  more  to  add  1  now — 
changeably  Sett  my  hand  and  Seal  this  29th  of  September  1691. 

Henry  Sewell  (Seal) 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of 

JtF  Farthing 
Robert  Hinwood 

Dec  y  8th  1700 

on  the  back  of  the  aforst  and  going  with 
was  this  and  0251  (viz) 

Then  came  John  Farthing  and  Robert  Harwood  witnesses  to  this  will  and 
made  oath  that  they  saw  the  within  named  Henry  Sewell  sign,  seal  publish 
and  declare  the  within  to  be  his  Ixist  Will  and  testament  and  that  at  the  doing 
thereof  he  was  of  sound  perfect  mind  and  memory. 

Jurat  Crammo  W.  Sayland  Reg. 
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Here  is  the  photostat  of  the  will  of  Henry  Sewell  II,  still  on  file  in  the 
Hall  of  Records  at  Annapolis.  Henry  signed  it  with  “H”  and  affixed 

a  monogrammed  seal. 
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Chapter 


Samuel  Sewell  of  Maryland 
and  North  Carolina 


4 


Samuel  Sewell  left  Mary¬ 
land  and  came  South  to  settle  in  a  splendid  section  of 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina  near  where  Kannapolis 
now  is,  the  site  of  Cannon  Mills.  He  was  born  on  the  family 
acres  in  Maryland  known  as  “Howard’s  and  Porter’s  Range” 
and  after  he  came  South,  returned  but  once  to  Maryland 
to  settle  his  share  of  the  estate  of  Henry  I'll  of  the  Severn. 

Samuel’s  North  Carolina  plantation  was  on  Buffalo  Creek, 
near  Enochville. 

Our  ancestor  married  twice.  He  had  13  children,  nine 
by  Christian  Stover  his  first  wife  and  four  by  his  second 
wife,  Elizabeth.  Of  this  second  marriage  the  first  born  was 
John,  November  7,  1777,  in  Rowan  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  He  married  Mary  Richmond,  a  neighbor  girl  who  was 
welcomed  into  the  teeming  family. 
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The  Children  of 

SAMUEL  and  CHRISTIAN  STOVER  SEWELL 

and 

ELIZABETH  SEWELL 

By  first  wife,  Christian  Stover: 

1.  Samuel,  Junior,  b.  January  17,  1750 

2.  Joshua,  b.  1755 

3.  Nicholas 

4.  Joseph 

5.  James,  b.  November  20,  1765 

6.  Christopher 

7.  William 

8.  Henry  (died  single  in  Franklin  County,  Georgia) 

9.  Comfort,  b.  1785 

By  second  wife,  Elizabeth.^ 

10.  John ,  b.  November  7,  1777 

11.  Greenberry 

12.  Moses  Terrell 

13.  Sarah 
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Chapter 


John  and  Mary  Sewell 
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A 

xjLbout  1784,  the  Georgia 
county  of  Franklin  was  carved  from  the  Creek  Indian  lands 
and  into  this  undeveloped  empire  came  wave  after  wave  of 
settlers.  In  the  early  rush  were  John  and  Mary  Sewell  and 
their  household  goods.  Several  brothers  and  sisters  had  pre¬ 
ceded  them  and  others  were  to  follow  scattering  like  a  covey 
of  partridges.  They  settled  in  lands  that  since  have  been 
parts  of  some  11  Georgia  counties:  Clarke,  Jackson,  Wal¬ 
ton,  Gwinnett,  Habersham,  Banks,  Barrow,  Madison,  Oco¬ 
nee,  Stephens  and  Hart.  All  the  children  of  sturdy  old 
Samuel  remained  on  Georgia  soil  except  one,  Joseph,  who 
moved  to  Tennessee  after  a  season.  That  accounts  for  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  the  name  Sewell  in  early  Georgia 
records.  These  pioneers  built  log  houses  and  carved  a 
commonwealth  from  the  virgin  woodlands  and  the  red 
clay  hills. 

Thinking  about  how  our  folks  got  restless  and  picked  up 
to  move  into  the  new  country,  I  feel  that  a  passage  I  read 
in  Tom  Ham’s  wonderful  book  “Give  Us  This  Valley”  tells 
what  may  have  been  in  the  hearts  of  these  early  Sewells.  1 
am  grateful  for  permission  to  quote  the  passage: 
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“Here  was  a  land  of  opportunity.  Here  was  a  land 
where  a  man  could  have  elbow  room:  a  virgin  land, 
remote  and  unspoiled,  whose  lofty  valleys,  close  to 
the  sun,  would  grow  corn  twice  the  tall  of  a  man — 
whose  thick  green  coves  were  aprowl  with  good  wild 
meat. 

“Back  in  Pennsylvania,  now,  things  were  getting 
crowded.  Why,  in  Chestnut  Settlement  folks  were 
building  their  dwelling  houses  dooryard  to  dooryard. 
And  even  out  on  the  ridge,  if  a  man  built  a  dwelling 
house  he  never  knew  but  what  somebody  would  raise 
another  one  just  half  a  quarter  from  him. 

“But  down  here  a  man  could  have  room.  Here  a 
man  could  raise  his  cabin  wherever  he  willed:  a  good 
stout  two-room  cabin,  and  a  porch  that  looked  out 
over  his  patches.  And  there’d  be  yellow-legged 

chickens  scratching  in  the  dooryard. 

v'«»  * 

“Here  a  man  and  his  family  could  eat  at  the  table 
bountiful.  Eggs  from  the  yellow-legged  chickens,  and 
milk  and  butter  from  the  speckle-faced  heifer  in  the 
barn  out  back,  to  go  with  the  bread  a  man  grew. 

“Here  a  man  could  be  king  of  many  acres,  like  Pa 
had  told  of  the  landed  gentry  back  yonder  across  the 
waters.  Here  a  man  could  let  his  flocks  and  his  hogs 
roam  where  they  would,  and  grow  fat  off  the  mast 
that  fell  like  manna  from  the  oaks  and  the  chestnuts 
and  the  hickories.  Here  a  man  could  plant  all  the  land 
he  was  a  mind  to  clear,  and  have  plenty  of  boy 
children  to  help  him  tend  it.”  * 

*From  “Give  Us  This  Valley,”  Copyright  1952,  Tom  Ham,  reprinted 
with  permission  of  The  Macmillan  Co. 
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In  the  exodus  of  Sewells  from  North  Carolina  came 
John  and  Mary  toting  their  new  daughter,  Elizabeth.  They 
acquired  a  tract  of  1 1 0/4  acres  around  the  Grove  Fork 
of  Broad  River  in  1806  and  eventually  reared  eleven 
children  on  their  farm.  Mary  lived  75  years  and  John 
reached  85.  They  are  buried  in  the  old  Sewell  cemetery  in 
what  now  is  Banks  county. 


The  Children  of 

JOHN  and  MARY  RICHMOND  SEWELL 

1.  Elizabeth 

b.  Rowan  Co.,  N.  C.,  July  1,  1805,  m.  Wm. 
Anglin  on  January  17,  1828,  d.  in  Banks  Co.,  Ga. 
1893. 

*•  S*r  «•  ' 

2.  Greenberry 

b.  Franklin  Co.,  Ga.,  September  18,  1807,  m. 
January  1,  1831  Winifred  Seegar,  b.  June  27,  1811; 
d.  January  17,  1884.  Winifred  d.  December  20, 
1883. 

3.  Richard 

b.  May  6,  1808,  m.  Elizabeth  Stephens  (b.  August 
19,  1816,  d.  April  4,  1884),  d.  April  28,  1887. 

4.  William 

b.  February  18,  1810,  m.  (1)  Amelie  Stephens, 
April  14,  1840  and  (2)  Mary  King.  Died  Coweta 
Co.  June  24,  1883. 
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5.  Levi  Francis 

b.  March  28,  1812,  m.  Lucy  Blackwell,  January  31, 
1833. 

6.  James  A. 

b.  November  16,  1813,  m.  Cath.  Burgess  ( b .  No¬ 
vember  25,  1820,  d.  June  20,  1892),  died  Coweta 
Co.,  March  28,  1859. 

7.  Marion 

b.  November  23,  1815,  m.  (1)  Pillina  W.  Davis, 
December  3,  1839  ( b .  October  12,  1815,  d.  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1888)  (2)  Sarah  Polk,  moved  from  Coweta 
Co.  1860  to  Polk  Co.,  d.  October  25,  1883. 

8.  Milton  Newton 

b.  November  16,  1817,  m.  Sarah  Ann  Davis  ( b . 
October  9,  1860,  d.  August  13,  1855),  December 
3,  1839 — Died  Coweta  Co.  December  18,  1885. 

9.  John  Asberry 

b.  January  10,  1820,  m.  Martha  Polk,  d.  1894. 

10.  Jane 

b.  April  2,  1822,  m.  May  23,  1839,  Stephen  R. 
Hood,  d.  Franklin  Co. 

11.  Pierce 

b.  December  29,  1824,  m .  January  6,  1846  (1) 
Elizabeth  Rainwater  (2)  Sarah  Hime,  Died  Coweta 
Co. 


[26] 


!io'  »•[  < 

,l€  •(vsune,:.  JlSwi  mlff  ^-ju  J  ,r\  ,£181  ,!  £  doitM  .4 

rrar 


..i  u)  '  /V,  '/o' 

>;j  o  •  boib  «(£(?#!  Of!  snnl  A*  ,0r  ?  !  ,2£  r>dr  v 

'i/».CI  .'V  ;ii  illifl  (i)  .m  :r  ,{.£  ;ddl«37C  ,<\ 


ir  Iv!  r. !  !  £  l  •  .1)0  .4)  C€8t  ,£  i  fin  .^CI 

HJti  '/o  )  moil  ■  hj  •: i! c  l  (  :)  (8881  ,££  /'-s 
£881  «(.£  )d<  JoO  Ai  >  •  oj  <*81  ,oD 


.A)  ffivjjtl  mA  riins2  .m  If  f  ,dl  i  imo/  A  .A 


,81  15<  >:  a‘jCf  .O'J  fiJOW..  >  — ;  81  i.  ' 


YSHHaaA  hhoI  .C 

■  ■  .  ■  : i  ,  '  ■  ■  f  :  ..  ' 


.fl  I  <?£8;  ti  (hM  .m  ,£:"8i  «£  IhqA  A 


fi .)  b:  itl  mid  .  i; ■;?,(£)  <1  wciaii 


Chapter 


John  Asberry  Sewell 
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o 

their  lusty  brood,  per¬ 
haps  the  most  hardy  was  John  Asberry,  ninth  child  to  arrive 
at  the  Franklin  County  homestead.  John  Asberry  was  a  pre¬ 
cocious  lad  and  at  the  age  of  19  he  married  Martha  N.  Polk, 
a  lass  of  14.  They  had  produced  two  children,  Hannah  and 
Levi  Francis,  when  the  lure  of  new  lands  stirred  them.  Per¬ 
haps  Franklin  county  was  becoming  too  crowded  for  they 
set  out  with  their  young  ones  and  settled  in  Alabama  near 
the  town  of  Center.  There  they  rounded  out  a  remarkable 
marriage  for  they  brought  into  the  world  eight  sons  and  five 
daughters  before  the  Civil  War  came  upon  them. 

John  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Confederate  Army  in 
1861  and  in  his  absence  Martha  and  the  children  managed 
the  farm  well.  This  father  of  13  was  enrolled  in  Company 
D,  Captain  Harris,  Second  Georgia  Infantry  and  served 
until  he  was  given  a  medical  discharge  from  a  hospital  in 
Richmond.  Soon  after  his  arrival  home,  Martha  died  at  the 
age  of  40  and  was  buried  on  the  Sewell  farm.  A  year  later, 
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John  married,  a  widow,  Hannah  Nash  Morgan,  who  had 
two  children.  She  bore  John  Asberry  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  That  gave  Hannah  Sewell  ten  of  her  own  and 
13  step-children  to  rear  but  she  was  equal  to  the  task  for 
16  of  the  23  lived  to  maturity,  a  remarkable  record  in 
those  days  when  infant  mortality  was  high. 

One  of  the  sources  in  Worley  Sewell’s  book  reports  that 

John  Asberry  sometimes  would  be  called  by  Martha:  “Your 

*  « 

children  and  my  children  are  fighting  our  children.”  Tradi¬ 
tion  holds  that  he  always  settled  the  arguments. 

John  Asberry  lived  74  years  and  died  an  influential 
citizen  and  a  wealthy  landowner.  His  sons  and  daughters  had 
settled  around  him  and  eventually  figured  prominently  in 

•] 

the  development  of  the  region. 

a 

■ 
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JOHN  ASBERRY  SEWELL  and 

j 

MARTHA  N.  POLK 


Hannah  R.,  b.  July  28,  1838,  m.  J.  A.  Sewell  (Center, 
Ala.),  d.  October  20,  1921. 

• 

Levi  Francis,  b.  November  15,  1840,  m.  January  2, 
1865,  Martha  F.  Morgan,  d.  April  8,  1925. 

John  Richard,  b.  January  14,  1842,  m.  Kate  Lathren,  d. 
April  8,  1892. 
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i  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  May  29,  1843,  m.  April  12,  1866,  J. 
|  Tod  Watson,  d.  October  27,  1859. 

I  Catherine  Ophelia,  b.  October  9,  1844,  m.  March  7, 
i  1867,  Amp.  Watson,  d.  November,  1920. 

^  Milton  Newton,  b.  June  20,  1846,  m.  Nancy  DeLaney 

Watson,  d.  November  8,  1925. 

■ 

William  Edwin,  b.  June  19,  1847,  m.  January  14,  1868, 
Teresa  W.  Bryant,  d.  February  14,  1922. 

'  Is;'  1  I 

I 

Sarah  Demeris,  b.  September  4,  1849,  m.  November  6, 

|  1873,  B.  C.  Sanders,  d.  January  30,  1883. 

George  Washington,  b.  November  17,  1852,  w.  (1) 
Sarah  Robinson,  (2)  Mary  G.  Sanders,  d.  April  17, 
1905. 

Harriett,  b.  February  14,  1854,  m.  John  F.  Bryan,  d. 
February  27,  1898. 

James  Henry,  b.  June  9,  1855,  m.  Louisa  Emma,  d.  1933. 

Charles  Tolliver,  b.  November  9,  1856,  m.  December 
14,  1876,  Susie  Elizabeth  Jackson. 

II 

Jane  Victoria,  b.  July  9,  1860,  m.  Birtus  Robertson,  d. 
April  12,  1881. 


■ 
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JOHN  ASBERRY  SEWELL  and 
HANNAH  N.  MORGAN 


Rufus  Marion,  b.  July  3,  1866,  m.  October  3,  1892,  Susie 
McGhee,  d.  September  16,  1948. 

Julia  Everlela,  b.  January  31,  1868,  m.  November  15, 
1890,  S.  W.  Thornton. 

Gabriel  Warner,  b.  November  19,  1869,  d.  July,  1871. 

Marcus  Asberry,  b .  April  3,  1876,  m.  December  26, 
1906,  Carrie  Hudgen. 

Addie  Reed,  b .  April  3,  1876,  m.  July  22,  1906,  F.  M. 
Bishop. 

*• ««  *  * 

Willie  Anna,  b.  March  9,  1879,  d.  July  14,  1881. 

Brutus  Hamilton,  b.  December  11,  1881,  d.  January  12, 
1882. 

Donna  Dot,  b.  January  15,  1883,  m.  Warner  Meeks. 
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"The  Sewell  Place”  in  Franklin  County,  Georgia,  was  conveyed 
to  John  Sewell  in  1804  by  Gov.  Jared  Irwin.  It  was  a  tract 
of  Indian  land  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  River. 
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amonaxA, 

tfauirta  jaunty. 
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S  it  g&tfsSttlg  IWttt,  or  affirm,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Oo  l,  that  I  will  henceforth 
faithfully  support,  pkotrot,  ako  dkpknd  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  union 
of  the  States  thereunder,  and  that  I  inill,  in  like  mantterj  abidk  bt  avo  PAiruruLLT  auprour 
all  laws  and  proolam ATtoxH  which  have  been  ina  le  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  refer- 
*  enoe  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves— SO  HftCP  MR  (JOD. 

.  _ j/ Cr£r(,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

t  fftrorn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  l  '  Y Ol^x 


this 


■1 


I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  cipy  of  the  ofigin 
deponent,  the  date  and  day  Above  written. 

'  L. 


oath  administered  by  me  to 

■ 


C&t 


foregoing 


Ordinary. 
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Herewith  John  Asberry  Sewell  made  the  Oath  of  Compliance  to  the 
Union  in  1865  after  serving  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Six  weeks  later 
he  married  his  second  wife  Hannah  Nash  Morgan  and  moved  to 

Center,  Alabama. 
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Levi  Francis 

and  Martha  Morgan  Sewell 
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T 

.I— /evi  Francis  Sewell  was 
the  second  child  of  John  Asberry  and  Martha  Polk  Sewell. 
He  was  born  at  Erastus,  Georgia,  near  Lavonia,  soon  after 
his  parents  had  moved  there  from  Madison  County.  When 
he  was  twenty-five,  and  after  serving  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  he  married  Martha  Frances  Morgan.  A  few  years 
thereafter,  he  packed  his  household  goods  in  a  two-mule 
wagon  and  moved  his  wife  and  several  children  to  Randolph 
County,  Alabama,  where  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  at 
$1  per  acre. 

Neighbors  came  in  and  in  two  days  they  built  a  log  house 
for  them,  chinked  the  cracks  with  mud  and  they  were  off 
in  a  new  life.  In  time,  our  grandfather  bought  more  land 
at  $2  per  acre.  He  rented  parts  of  his  land  to  share¬ 
croppers,  bought  a  threshing  rig  and  soon  became  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  in  the  community.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  opened  a  store  at  Graham,  Alabama.  He  moved 
to  Carrollton,  Georgia,  then  settled  in  Bowdon,  Georgia, 
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where  he  lived  out  his  full  life  to  the  age  of  85.  Grand¬ 
mother  was  born  near  Buford.  She  is  buried  in  the  Baptist 
cemetery  in  Bowdon  near  the  grave  of  her  husband.  They 
had  six  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Willis  Columbus, 
my  father. 

I  remember  visiting  our  Sewell  grandparents  with  my 
sister,  Marchie,  and  my  brother,  Carl  Gay,  called  Gay. 
These  visits  usually  came  when  our  mother  was  bringing 
her  younger  children  into  the  world.  In  those  days  they  all 
were  born  in  our  home. 

Our  Sewell  grandparents  had  enough  land  to  provide 
crops  and  houses  for  several  families  and  Grandfather 
supervised  their  activities.  He  rode  a  big  white  horse 
“Colonel”  over  the  fields  to  check  up  on  what  work  was 
being  done,  what  was  needed  in  the  way  of  repairs  to  fences 
and  buildings  or  in  the  way  of  getting  the  crops  in  shape. 
After  making  his  rounds  he  would  ride  home  to  lie  down 
and  rest  before  the  big  noon  meal.  He  was  a  tall  man  with 
a  beard  and  piercing  blue  eyes.  Grandmother  was  plump 
and  jovial. 

They  had  a  lot  of  chickens,  geese,  ducks  and  guineas. 
They  would  encourage  us  children  to  hunt  for  guinea  nests 
and  take  the  eggs  out  with  a  long  handled  spoon.  The  hens 
often  flew  up  into  the  barn  loft  to  lay  and  we  would  find 
their  nests  full  of  eggs  up  there.  An  early  garden  was  our 
Grandmother’s  joy.  We  visiting  children  were  pressured 
into  all  manner  of  jobs  such  as  hoeing  the  garden  or  setting 
out  plants.  Grandfather  told  us  to  “cut  our  walking  sticks 
while  we  were  young.” 

Our  Grandmother  Sewell  always  wanted  us  to  be  “good 
folks”  and  have  nice  things.  She  urged  high  ethical  and 
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moral  standards.  She  put  great  emphasis  on  home  indus¬ 
tries:  piecing  quilts,  knitting  socks,  gloves  and  mittens, 
patching  and  plain  sewing  and  gardening.  Flower  culture 
was  held  as  a  hobby. 

When  a  new  baby  was  coming,  Grandmother  would  take 
over  as  helper  in  the  home  or  would  take  charge  of  us 
younger  ones  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  They  called  them¬ 
selves  advisers,  but  dictators  might  be  a  more  accurate 
term.  I  remember  once  they  had  a  hired  man  working  on 
the  farm  and  found  a  deck  of  cards  in  his  room.  They 
burned  the  cards.  They  avoided  even  the  appearance  of  evil. 

When  Grandfather  Sewell’s  youngest  son,  Shelly,  was 
married  to  Annie  Tweedell,  our  grandparents  set  heart  on 
giving  them  a  big  “in  fair”  dinner.  A  feast  was  prepared 
that  required  all  day  to  cook.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  groom  assembled  at  the  family  home  the  night  before. 
After  our  grandparents  had  gone  to  bed,  they  pretended  to 
be  eating  turkey,  ham,  salad  and  cakes  with  great  merri¬ 
ment.  It  awakened  elders  and  they  charged  in  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  pillaging.  Not  a  bit  of  food  had  been  touched  and 
they  took  the  joke  in  good  humor. 

The  Children  of 
LEVI  FRANCIS  and 
MARTHA  MORGAN  SEWELL 

Willis  Columbus, 

b.  January  3,  1867;  d.  June  28,  1930;  m.  Willie  Gay, 
b.  August  26,  1865;  d.  October  23,  1953. 
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James  A.  Sewell, 

b.  February  12,  1869;  m.  August  4,  1889  to  Lyda  Ann 
Worley,  b.  November  6,  1872;  d.  March  29,  1947. 

Emma  Sewell, 

b.  April  24,  1873;  m.  W.  J.  Sims,  December  24,  1890; 
b.  March  19,  1859;  d.  November  23,  1942. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Sewell, 

b.  February  28,  1871;  d.  April  27,  1931;  m.  Wm.  S. 
McCarley,  March  27,  1887;  b.  July  3,  1862;  d.  April 
30,  1942. 

Ellen  Sewell, 

b.  November  21,  1876;  m.  Wm.  M.  Johnson,  July  23, 
1893;  b.  March  28,  1868;  d.  October  25,  1929. 

**'*►••■ 

Shelly  Sewell, 

b.  November  26,  1881;  d.  September  20,  1953;  m. 
January  8,  1903,  Anna  Tweedell;  b.  August  26,  1882; 
d.  May  25,  1949. 
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Chapter 


William  J.  and 
Martha  Frances  Gay  Sewell 


8 


Our  Grandfather  on 
mother’s  side  was  William  J.  Gay  who  was  bom  in  Heard 
County,  Georgia.  He  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  and 
was  wounded  in  action.  He  lived  in  the  Ridgeway  com¬ 
munity  near  Franklin  and  in  Texas,  Georgia.  Later  he 
moved  to  Randolph  County  and  bought  public  lands  near 
Cornhouse  Creek  where  he  married  and  reared  a  family.  His 
first  wife  was  Martha  Frances  Parker  and  her  children  were: 
sons — W.  J.  (named  for  his  father),  Byrd,  Rush,  Jimmy 
and  David,  who  died  in  infancy;  daughters — Narcissus, 
Mary,  Hattie  and  Martha  Willie  Frances  Roseborough  who 
married  Willis  Sewell  and  became  our  mother.  After  his 
first  wife  died  Grandpa  Gay  married  Mary  Fincher  by 
whom  he  had  no  issue. 

Grandfather  Gay  was  a  man  of  medium  stature  and 
regal  bearing.  He  had  sharp  brown  eyes  with  heavy  dark 
eyebrows  and  a  long  white  beard.  I  remember  that  he 
chewed  tobacco  and  smoked  a  long  stemmed  cob  pipe. 
His  step  was  quick  and  light. 

Our  parents  taught  us  to  call  Grandfather  Gay’s  second 
wife  “Aunt  Mary.”  She  was  devoted  to  him  and  to  his 
children  and  numerous  grandchildren.  The  Gay  home  was 
a  modest  frame  house.  The  kitchen  was  large  and  had  a 
tremendous  fireplace  in  which  the  cooking  was  done.  The 
big  pot  or  kettle  was  hung  on  a  hook  fastened  into  the 
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masonry.  Bread  and  cakes  were  cooked  in  a  large  three- 
legged  skillet  under  which  hot  coals  were  placed.  Hot 
embers  also  were  placed  on  top  of  the  iron  lid  of  the 
skillet.  A  trivet  was  used  to  hold  the  iron  frying  pan  when 
sausage,  ham  or  side  meat  were  to  be  cooked. 

Grandfather  Gay’s  patches  of  corn,  cotton  and  tobacco 
were  enclosed  by  rail  fences.  There  was  no  stock  law  and 
hogs  and  cows  roamed  wherever  they  could  find  feed. 
Twists  of  tobacco,  choice  seed  corn  and  strings  of  red 
pepper  were  hung  on  walls  of  the  kitchen.  Gourds  were 
used  to  make  darning  baskets,  soap  gourds  and  meal  bins. 

A  turkey  wing  fan  hung  from  a  jamb  that  could  be  used 
to  fan  the  lagging  fire  or  cool  the  brow  in  summer.  I  recall 
a  gun  on  a  rack  within  reach  and  a  horn  that  could  be  used 
for  calling  the  hounds  or  help  from  the  fields.  The  gun 
was  a  muzzle  loader  and  Grandfather  would  pour  in  his 
own  powder,  ram  home  a  cotton  rag  and  add  the  shot  or  the 
slug  as  needed.  That  was  a  sight  to  a  curious  boy. 

It  was  in  this  home  that  my  mother  was  taught  to  card 
cotton  and  wool  and  weave  cloth  on  a  hand  loom.  The 
spinning  wheel  was  highly  treasured.  A  side  saddle  was  ! 
kept  on  the  porch  and  a  hitching  block  was  nearby  so  the 
female  members  of  the  family  could  mount  and  ride.  That 
was  the  most  frequent  means  of  transportation  then.  The 
yard  was  always  kept  swept  clean  with  brush  brooms.  In 
addition  to  common  varieties  of  flowers,  Grandfather  Gay 
raised  medicinal  shrubs  and  herbs:  horehound,  smoke  root, 
heart  leaves  and  others. 

Our  Gay  grandparents  were  members  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church.  They  are  buried  in  the  Hillabahatchee  | 
Cemetery  near  the  church  they  supported. 
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Chapter 


Willis  Columbus 
and  Willie  Gay  Sewell 
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Our  parents  lived  on  the 
land  that  still  is  known  as  “the  Sewell  Place”  at  Graham, 
Alabama,  and  still  is  in  the  hands  of  the  family  (my  brother, 
Byrd  Levi).  I  realize  that  whatever  good  qualities  I  may 
have  acquired  were  developed  in  that  household  which  was 
typical  of  Alabama  farm  life  of  that  era. 

Our  father  was  born  in  Roscoe,  Coweta  County,  Georgia, 
the  oldest  of  the  children  of  Levi  Francis  Sewell.  He  was  a 
dependable  son  and  learned  farm  work  as  soon  as  he  could 
walk.  He  attended  school  in  the  Big  Springs  community  and 
there  he  met  our  mother.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Billy  Gay 
and  Martha  Frances  Parker,  one  of  nine  children.  She  was 
named  Willie  Martha  Frances  Roseborough  Gay.  Every¬ 
body  called  her  Willie  except  her  father  who  called  her 
Rose. 

Willis  and  Willie  went  to  church  together  and  never 
missed  a  neighborhood  singing.  They  always  rode  mule- 
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back.  She  loved  her  side  saddle  and  long  riding  skirt,  a 
stylish  fashion  in  those  days.  Once  they  had  planned  to  go 
to  a  singing  several  miles  away  and  he  was  late.  “Miss 
Willie”  decided  her  beau  must  have  been  providentially 
hindered,  so  she  rode  off  alone.  He  came  on,  whacking  his 
mule  to  the  utmost  speed;  and  overtook  her  before  she 
arrived  at  the  singing.  They  rode  up  together. 

They  were  married  in  her  father’s  home.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  John  Brown,  a  nearby  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  she  and  father  began  housekeeping  in  a  little 
house  on  Grandfather  Sewell’s  farm. 

In  time,  Grandfather  Sewell  moved  to  Carrollton  and 
our  father  took  over  the  farm.  To  supplement  the  income 
he  took  a  traveling  job  selling  dry  goods,  notions  and  shoes. 
He  would  load  his  trunks  and  sample  cases  into  a  “hack” 
and  with  a  driver  and  a  span  of  horses,  he  would  cover  his 
territory.  He  mapped  his  route  so  that  he  could  come  home 
on  weekends  and  join  with  mother  and  the  hired  men  in 
planning  work  on  the  farm  for  the  next  week.  It  was  the 
hardest  sort  of  work,  compared  with  the  ease  with  which 
modern  salesmen  cover  their  territory  by  automobile  and 
plane,  yet  he  loved  his  work  and  always  wanted  to  give  his 
family  the  best  possible  advantages. 

Our  mother  was  a  devoted  Baptist.  She  had  joined  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church  as  a  girl  and  she  and  our  father 
were  loyal  to  their  faith,  never  tiring  of  good  works.  Mother 
loved  music,  dancing  and  poetry.  She  read  good  books  and 
made  the  Bible  truths  her  own.  She  encouraged  us  to  read 
aloud  and  help  each  other  with  lessons.  Family  spelling 
matches  and  number  drills  were  frequent.  Home  industries 
were  stressed  for  us  all,  yet  she  always  found  time  to  encour- 
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age  us  in  cultural  pursuits.  She  played  the  accordion  and 
led  us  in  singing. 

Our  mother’s  capacity  for  work  was  amazing.  She  would 
sew  for  the  family  and  for  the  hired  help  at  night  using  a 
little  brass  lamp  to  supplement  the  lamps  and  the  firelight. 
Her  home  was  a  place  of  hospitality.  Peddlers,  salesmen 
and  preachers  were  welcome  to  food  and  even  lodging  if 
night  overtook  them  on  the  road.  Our  parents  were  gay  and 
happy  yet  on  Sunday  all  work  and  even  play  was  stopped. 
Our  sisters  were  not  even  allowed  to  press  a  garment  on 
Sunday.  We  went  to  Sunday  School  and  preaching  without 
fail.  They  were  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  with 
the  sick  or  to  raise  a  barn  or  help  at  a  log  rolling  or  a  Three 
Day  Meeting. 

Our  mother  had  a  mind  of  her  own,  too.  Father  took  a 
notion  to  sell  the  farm  and  go  west.  He  found  the  buyer  and 
the  deal  was  arranged.  When  it  came  time  for  mother  to 
sign  the  deed,  she  refused  even  when  one  of  the  interested 
:  parties  shook  his  walking  stick  in  her  face.  So,  for  all  we 
know  our  lives  might  have  been  found  in  entirely  other 
channels  if  she  had  not  rebelled  against  moving  from 
Alabama  and  going  west. 

Mother  could  quote  long  passages  from  the  Bible  and  the 
poets  and  always  had  a  proverb  for  every  emergency  .  . . 
“Eat  not  the  bread  of  idleness”  .  .  .  “Buy  the  truth  and  sell 
it  not”.  .  .  “A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches”  .  .  .  “Judge  not”  .  .  .  “Be  ye  kind.”  .  .  .  “What  can’t 
be  cured  must  be  endured.”  . .  .  “If  you  make  your  bed 
hard,  turn  over  the  oftener.”  .  .  .  “Hold  your  head  up  even 
if  you  die  hard.”  .  .  .  “Live  and  learn,  die  and  forget  it  all.” 

When  her  first  child,  Warren,  was  born,  a  neighbor  said: 
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“Aren’t  you  sorry  it’s  a  boy.  Had  it  been  a  girl,  she  could 
help  you  with  the  dishes.”  Mother’s  answer  was  “I’ll  wash 
the  dishes  and  send  him  to  mill.”  That  was  a  prophecy. 

I  am  told  that  when  I  was  in  that  plane  crash  near 
Atlanta,  Sister  Marchie  rushed  to  be  with  her  because  she 
was  alone.  My  mother  said:  “I  am  never  alone,  Marchie. 
God  is  always  with  me.” 

When  she  died  at  87  and  joined  my  father  long  since  de¬ 
parted,  her  children  and  the  countless  friends  and  neighbors 
she  had  befriended  called  her  blessed. 

WILLIS  COLUMBUS  SEWELL  and 
WILLIE  ROSEBOROUGH  GAY 


Warren  Palmer  Sr.,  born  October  29,  1888,  married 
Ava  Lee  Fowler,  June  19,  1312.  She  was  born  March  4, 
1888,  died  November  15,  1958. 

1.  Ava  Frances,  born  June  14,  1917,  married  Lamar  Richard 
Plunket  Sr.,  October  9,  1940.  He  was  born  March  23,  1911. 

a.  Lamar  Richard,  born  January  16,  1943. 

b.  Thomas  Sewell,  born  February  20,  1946. 

c.  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  December  5,  1954. 

2.  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  born  May  18,  1921,  married  Jack  Wills 
Worley,  August  30,  1941.  He  was  born  November  1,  1917. 

a.  Carol  Ann,  born  October  21,  1950. 

b.  Robin  Sewell,  born  September  19,  1954. 

3.  Warren  Palmer,  Jr.,  born  April  26,  1929,  married  Mary 
Virginia  Thomas,  June  17,  1952.  She  was  born  July  6,  1930. 

a.  Virginia  Lee,  born  December  1,  1955. 

b.  Mary  Katherine,  born  September  17,  1957. 
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The  Sewell  homestead  at  indian  Landing,  Severn  River,  Anne  Arundel 
j  County,  Maryland  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  since  1673. 
The  story  and  a  half  addition  is  of  a  later  period.  The  original  two- 
story  wing  is  of  log  construction,  veneered  to  conform. 
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I  John  Sewell,  son  ot  Samuel  Sewell,  of  Maryland  and  North  Carolina, 
established  the  old  “Sewell  Place”  in  Franklin  County,  Georgia.  He  and 
|  his  wife,  Mary,  are  buried  near  the  Htidson  River  Baptist  Church  in 

Banks  County. 
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Amos  G.  Sewell,  born  November  18,  1889,  died  February 
5,  1890. 


Robert  Anderson,  Sr.,  born  April  1,  1891,  married  Jose¬ 
phine  Cleopatra  Montgomery,  November  28,  1918.  She 
was  born  September  20,  1894.  Died  January  16,  1940. 

1.  Robert  Anderson  Jr.,  born  October  14,  1921. 

2.  Victor  Hugo  Sewell  Sr.,  born  June  9,  1923,  married  Polly 
Jean  Porter,  December  23,  1942.  She  was  born  April  16, 
1926. 

a.  Victor  Hugo,  born  November  22,  1944. 

b.  David  Anderson,  born  August  10,  1946. 

c.  Garland  Alexander,  born  December  8,  1952. 

d.  Jan  Montgomery,  born  April  10,  1956. 

3.  Joseph  Montgomery,  born  October  9,  1925,  married  Louise 
Bodine,  November  17,  1950.  She  was  born  September  7, 
1926. 

i  1 

4.  Helen  Virginia  Sewell,  born  November  17,  1930,  married 
George  Pierce  Freeman  III  on  December  27,  1950.  He  was 
born  October  15,  1929. 

a.  George  Pierce  Freeman  IV,  born  April  24,  1955. 


Lura  May,  born  October  9,  1892,  married  Dotrige  Simp¬ 
son  Teague,  February  11,  1911,  born  August  27,  1886. 

1.  Robert  Columbus,  born  March  12,  1915,  died  May  5,  1929. 

2.  Willie  Beason,  born  August  23,  1912,  married  George  Wash¬ 
ington  Cofield  Sr.,  July  26,  1930.  He  was  born  June  11, 
1903,  died  October  20,  1935. 

a.  George  Washington  Cofield  Jr.,  born  July  20,  1935. 
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Second  Marriage  of  Willie  Beason  to  James  William  Kaylor, 
April  5,  1944.  He  was  born  February  28,  1915. 

b.  James  Dotridge  Kaylor,  born  September  28,  1946. 

c.  Jack  Edward,  born  March  5,  1950. 

3.  Dewey  Simpson  Teague ,  born  February  5,  1918,  married 
Emma  Daughtery,  February  3,  1940. 

! 

a  Lura  Pamelia,  born  February  3,  1941. 

4.  Ellis  John  Teague,  born  September  12,  1919,  died  June  23, 

.  1938. 

5.  Josephine  May,  born  January  22,  1925,  married  Joe  Barry 
Woods,  September  4,  1946,  born  November  14,  1921. 

6.  Floy,  born  March  2,  1929,  married  John  Martin  Hood, 
June  7,  1951,  born  May  3,  1929. 

a.  Catherine  Lura,  born  April  3,  1956. 

7.  Warren  Palmer,  born  December  30,  1929,  died  March  30, 
1930. 

8.  Carl  Curtis,  born  August  7,  1916,  married  Louis  Brychon, 
September  23,  1938,  born  May  19,  1920. 

a.  Jeannette  Cecile,  born  October  4,  1939. 

b.  Robert  Anderson,  born  March  18,  1941. 

c.  Paul  Gay,  born  May  24,  1942. 

d.  Yvonne  Leonne,  born  October  4,  1948. 


Martha  Frances,  born  March  2,  1895,  married  Dewit 
Talmadge  Ware,  November  8,  1915,  born  June  1,  1891. 

1.  Claira  May,  born  April  22,  1917,  married  Franklin  Pierce 
Mullendore  Sr.,  January  13,  1940,  born  August  7,  1915. 
a.  Margaret  Ellen,  born  February  27,  1941. 
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b.  Martha  Frances,  born  May  27,  1945. 

c.  Franklin  Pierce  Jr.,  born  May  20,  1949. 

2.  James  Andrew ,  born  May  20,  1925. 

3.  Mary  Ann ,  born  December  17,  1928,  married  Dr.  Charles 
Ballew,  August  7,  1948,  born  October  1,  1927. 

a.  Charles  Timothy,  born  May  18,  1950. 

b.  Debrah  Ann,  born  August  13,  1952. 

c.  James  Christopher,  born  January  5,  1956. 

d.  Melinda  Loy,  born  June  18,  1958. 

4.  Martha  Ava  Frances,  born  December  17,  1928,  married 
O.  C.  Beasley,  August  15,  1947,  born  January  11,  1926. 

a.  Perry  Alan,  born  January  3,  1951. 

b.  I-osia  Diane,  born  January  3,  1954. 

c.  Bonnie  Cheryl,  born  February  8,  1956. 

d.  Martha  Brenda,  born  August  18,  1958. 


Lois,  born  December  9,  1896,  married  Spurgeon  Lacy 
Whitehead  Sr.,  November  23,  1916,  born  December  7, 
1893,  died  December  21,  1928. 


1.  Lois  Edith,  bom  August  8,  1918,  married  Thomas  Alexander 
Abernathy,  March  11,  1939,  born  March  10,  1916. 

a.  Charlsie  Lou,  born  April  21,  1942. 

b.  Peggy  Ann,  born  May  19,  1946. 

2.  Spurgeon  Lacy  Jr.,  born  August  18,  1919,  died  October  31, 
1937. 

3.  Willie  Florence,  born  December  9,  1923,  married  Kenneth 
R.  Corey,  November  18,  1956,  born  February  26,  1907. 
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Roy  Brown  Sewell  Sr.,  born  December  13,  1898,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Whatley,  June  5,  1923,  born  June  17,  1903. 

1.  Roy  Brown  Jr.,  born  March  25,  1925,  married  Margaret 
Duckworth,  December  1,  1949.  She  was  born  September  4, 
1928. 

a.  Peggy,  born  March  6,  1951. 

b.  Cindy,  born  May  14,  1953. 

c.  Janet,  born  March  5,  1956. 

2.  William  Gerald ,  born  February  2,  1941,  married  Ann  Davis, 
February  14,  1959.  She  was  born  April  18,  1941. 

a.  Mary  Ethel,  born  December  3,  1959. 


Carl  Gay  Sewell,  born  November  8,  1900,  married 
Eunice  Camp,  December  23,  1923,  born  March  15,  1907. 

1.  Carl  Ray  Sr.,  born  September  25,  1927,  married  Sarah 
Hulsey,  born  August  10,  1926. 

a.  Sharon,  born  October  26,  1947. 

b.  Carl  Ray  Jr.,  born  May  26,  1955. 

2.  Billy  Gay ,  born  September  17,  1925,  married  Lavem  Garner, 
February  19,  1948,  born  February  12,  1928. 

a.  Cherry  Ann,  born  September  25,  1949. 

b.  Donald  Barrey,  born  May  21,  1950. 

c.  Michael  Steve,  born  February  23,  1951. 

d.  William  Gay  Jr.,  born  August  31,  1955. 

e.  Debra  Sue,  born  August  12,  1957. 


Byrd  Sewell,  born  May  25,  1903. 
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Vy  ur  family  of  eleven,  of 
whom  three  died  in  infancy,  was  closely  knit  and  loyal.  I 
suppose  we  took  our  cue  from  our  parents  who  were  devoted 
to  each  other  and  gave  their  love  equally  to  all  of  us. 

Warren,  the  first  born,  accepted  the  responsibility  of  his 
place  in  the  family  and  became  our  mother’s  right  arm. 
My  father  was  traveling  nearly  every  week  and  Warren 
undertook  the  duties  of  farm  manager. 

Warren  attended  school  at  Graham  and  at  Bowdon 
College.  When  he  was  17  years  old,  my  father  took  him  and 
a  cousin  to  Atlanta.  The  cousin  was  going  to  ask  for  a  job 
with  Mr.  McConnell,  a  dealer  in  general  merchandise.  Mr. 
McConnell  was  impressed  with  Warren,  however,  and 
offered  him  a  job  forthwith.  Father  thought  it  over  and  de¬ 
cided  to  let  Warren  stay  and  take  the  job.  When  father 
and  the  cousin  got  home  without  Warren,  mother  was  di¬ 
stressed. 
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“You  took  Warren  out  of  college  to  start  him  in  a  brand 
new  job,”  she  wailed,  “and  him  with  only  one  clean  shirt 
along.” 

It  was  not  long  before  she  was  reconciled  when  she 
realized  that  Warren  had  made  such  a  good  impression  on 
a  strange  businessman  in  Atlanta. 

Warren  was  given  a  line  of  dry  goods  and  notions,  a  hack 
full  of  sample  cases,  a  two-horse  team  and  the  hills  of  North 
Carolina  as  his  territory.  From  the  start  Warren  was  a 

success.  He  was  honest,  courageous,  friendly  and  generous. 
Those  qualities  served  him  well  as  he  went  on  to  establish 

his  own  business  with  his  brother  Robert  and  to  become  a 
strong  man  in  founding  the  manufacturing  operation  that 
eventually  produced  two  successful  clothing  plants.  His 
fearlessness  helped  us  keep  the  business  alive  in  the  early 
days  when  failure  was  peering  in  through  the  window. 

After  our  company  finished  a  government  contract  in 
1945,  Warren  and  I  saw  that  in  reorganizing  to  produce 
men’s  clothing  again  it  might  be  better  if  each  developed 
his  own  business  along  his  own  ideas.  Warren  was  easily 
approached  and,  looking  back  now,  it  seems  that  we  worked 
out  a  complicated  deal  in  a  very  short  time.  Certainly  our 
separation  was  effected  with  good  will  on  both  sides.  I 
bought  the  old  Sewell  name  and  the  plant  at  Bremen;  he 
kept  the  plant  at  Bowdon  and  began  producing  clothing 
under  his  own  trademark.  Warren’s  favorite  saying  is: 
“Take  yourself  and  judge  the  world.” 

From  the  start,  he  has  been  a  respected  competitor.  Both 
our  enterprises  have  been  successful.  He  is  tough  “opposi¬ 
tion”  but  eminently  fair  and  we  are  as  close  personally 
as  we  were  as  brothers  on  the  Alabama  farm. 


i 


I 
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Warren  married  Ava  Lee  Fowler,  of  Woodstock,  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  they  reared  two  daughters  and  a  son.  She  attended 
school  at  Woodstock  and  at  Bessie  Tift  College.  She  lived 
happily  to  welcome  seven  grandchildren  and  died  in  1958, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Our  second  brother  died  when  only  a  few  months  old, 
but  in  Robert,  three  years  younger  than  Warren,  we  had  a 
commanding  figure  who  was  to  have  a  wholesome  effect 
on  the  development  of  the  family. 

Robert  and  Warren  were  devoted  to  each  other.  They 
worked  together  in  perfect  accord  even  when  they  were 
boys  on  the  farm.  Warren  was  the  strong  stolid  type,  Robert 
the  dreamer,  the  imaginative.  They  made  a  perfect  team 
as  far  as  family  life  was  concerned. 

Robert  was  always  willing  to  do  his  share  of  hard  work, 
but  he  also  was  interested  in  developing  the  social  graces. 
He  was  careful  of  his  dress  and  wanted  all  of  us  to  look  the 
best.  They  used  to  tell  how  he  fussed  at  one  of  my  sisters 
for  using  a  clean  handkerchief  to  dust  off  her  new  patent 
leather  shoes  as  she  sat  on  the  front  bench  at  church.  They 
also  told  how  Robert  paid  one  of  the  Negro  hands  to  teach 
him  to  do  the  buck-and-wing  dance  so  he  would  be  a  success 
at  the  gatherings. 

Robert  went  to  the  Graham  schools  and  to  Bowdon 
College.  He  entered  a  boarding  school  at  Cave  Springs, 
Georgia,  and  was  doing  well  when  smallpox  broke  out. 
He  heard  the  student  body  was  to  be  quarantined,  so  he 
ran  away  and  persuaded  Warren  to  help  him  get  a  traveling 
job.  That  set  the  scene  for  him  and  Warren  to  go  into  busi¬ 
ness  as  manufacturers.  In  time  he  proved  the  spark  that 
kept  the  family  venture  off  the  rocks.  His  restless  nature 
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led  him  to  pull  away  from  us  and  establish  his  own  hat 
manufacturing  business  at  Red  Oak,  Georgia.  His  death  in 
1950  cut  short  a  promising  career. 

Robert  was  survived  by  his  wife,  the  former  Josephine  C. 
Montgomery,  and  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  She  attended  j 
old  Salem  College  at  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina  and 
now  lives  in  Atlanta. 

Lura  Mae  went  to  Bowdon  College  when  Robert  was 
there  and  she  married  at  age  19  to  Dotridge  Simpson 
Teague,  a  farmer  of  Cleburne  county,  Alabama.  At  home, 
Lura  always  was  one  who  helped  our  parents  with  the 
younger  children.  She  had  a  way  with  the  youngsters  as  I 
can  remember  for  she  settled  within  ten  miles  of  the  home 
place  and  we  saw  a  great  deal  of  her.  She  had  eight  children 
and  many  grandchildren  to  make  her  life  happy  and  give 
her  opportunities  for  good  deeds.  She  now  is  living  at  RFD 
1,  Heflin,  Alabama. 

Martha  (Marchie)  Frances,  just  four  years  my  senior, 
was  a  studious  girl  who  was  a  constant  reader  and  took 
joy  as  mother  did  in  quoting  Scripture  and  poetry.  She 

i 

graduated  from  Alabama  College  at  Montevallo  in  1915 
and  the  same  year  married  DeWitt  Talmadge  Ware.  They 
both  taught  school  and  meanwhile  he  studied  law.  In  time  ! 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  still  is  practicing  law  in 

1 

Roanoke,  Alabama.  Marchie  taught  for  ten  years,  then 
retired  to  be  what  she  says  is  “just  a  housewife.”  It  is  from 
letters  from  Marchie  that  I  have  been  able  to  fill  in  family 
lore  for  this  volume.  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  her  and  her  j 
correspondence. 

Lois  was  always  the  life  of  the  family  party.  She  finished 
the  Graham  schools  and  went  to  Bowdon  College.  From 
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there  she  transferred  to  Alabama  College  at  Montevallo 
where  Marchie  had  gone,  but  she  was  restless  there,  and 
went  to  Bessie  Tift.  While  there  she  fell  in  love  with 
Spurgeon  Lacy  Whitehead.  He  was  a  dashing  fellow  who 
was  in  the  Navy  and  they  were  married,  which  ended  her 
college  life.  They  had  three  children,  and  they  live  at 
Bowdon,  Ga. 

Carl  Gay,  two  years  younger,  was  my  closest  companion 
in  boyhood.  We  shared  our  work  and  play.  He  took  more 
interest  in  making  crops  than  I  did.  As  he  became  older,  he 
wanted  to  farm  on  a  big  scale  and  develop  fruits,  berries 
and  nuts  in  quantity.  He  had  one  urge  to  see  the  world  and 
enlisted  in  the  Marine  Corps,  but  when  he  finished  his  en¬ 
listment  he  came  back  happily  to  farming.  He  married 
Eunice  Camp,  a  neighbor’s  daughter,  and  they  had  two 
children.  Their  grandchildren  at  last  check  numbered  seven 
which  is  more  like  old  fashioned  Sewell  families.  He  now 
is  in  the  Veterans  Hospital  at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 

I  remember  Marchie,  Gay  and  I  had  been  visiting  at  our 
Sewell  grandparents’  farm  and  our  Grandfather  without 
saying  why  said  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  taking  us  back 
home.  There  were  no  telephones  and  we  did  not  realize  a 
big  event  was  in  progress.  When  we  arrived  at  our  home, 
Mother  did  not  come  to  greet  us.  The  reason  was  the  new 
arrival,  a  boy  named  Byrd  Levi.  Byrd  was  a  sickly  baby, 
but  nursing  and  care  brought  him  through.  He  stayed 
pretty  close  to  my  Mother  as  he  grew  up  and  developed  a 
great  love  for  the  old  home  place  and  for  farming  pursuits. 

His  one  daring  adventure  was  the  time  he  slipped  off 
and  had  a  flight  in  a  barnstorming  airplane.  Perhaps  that 
one  reckless  outing  was  enough.  Anyhow,  Byrd  was  given 
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the  ancestral  home  where  he  lives  happily  in  the  only  home 
he  has  ever  known. 

Two  of  our  youngest  sisters,  Floy  and  Eva,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 


The  Children  of 
JAMES  ASBERRY  and 
LYDA  ANN  WORLEY  SEWELL 

Horace  Albert  Sr.,  born  August  19,  1893,  married 
Lillian  Adamson,  August  4,  1921.  She  was  born  October 
24,  1895. 

1.  Horace  Albert  Jr.,  born  November  25,  1923,  married  Reba 
Rhodes,  May  13,  1945.  She  was  born  October  23,  1925. 

a.  John  Michael,  born  September  25,  1950. 


Worley  Levi,  Sr.,  born  July  20,  1895,  married  Mary 
Frances  Gresham,  October  20,  1921. 

1.  Worley  Levi  Jr.,  bom  February  27,  1920,  married  Frances 
Head,  April  25,  1944.  She  was  born  October  20,  1921. 

a.  Worley  Levi  III,  born  September  4,  1948. 

b.  William  Head,  born  February  22,  1951. 

2.  Dr.  James  Anderson,  born  April  12,  1923,  married  Elizabeth 
Nixon,  April  25,  1945.  She  was  born  June  25,  1923. 

a.-b.  Twins,  Amy  Nixon,  Ann  Gresham,  July  25,  1948. 

c.  Elizabeth  N alley,  born  December  26,  1950. 

d.  Frances  Gresham,  born  November  2,  1954. 
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3.  Mary  Ann,  born  June  26,  1928,  married  El  wood  Sheetz.  He 
was  born  February  16,  1925. 

a.  Elwood  Sheetz  Newton  III,  born  August  20,  1951. 

b.  Mary  Dantz,  born  December  3,  1954. 

4.  Frances,  born  May  7,  1930,  married  Harold  Chappell  Brown, 
August  30,  1952.  He  was  born  June  12,  1928. 


The  Children  of 
WILLIAM  JUSTICE  and 
EMMA  SEWELL  SIMS 

Bessie,  born  October  24,  1891,  married  Joe  Gibson,  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1909.  He  died  December  1,  1946. 

1.  Charles  Shelly,  born  June  15,  1912,  married  Jean  Brown. 

a.  Sue,  born  January  1,  1945. 

b.  Mary  Jo,  born  January  1,  1948. 

2.  Mary  Nell,  born  January  31,  1914,  married  Frank  Farmer 
1935. 

Sewell,  born  August  4,  1892,  died  August  15,  1894. 

Hattie  Mae,  born  May  16,  1895. 

John  Hope,  born  May  16,  1897  in  Carroll  County,  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I.  Married  Lillian  Styles,  June  28, 
1921. 

1.  Lillian  Josephine,  twin,  born  July  4,  1922,  married  George 
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R.  Chappelow,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

a.  Mickey  Diane,  born  May  30,  1950. 

2.  Laura  Emma,  died  at  birth  (twin). 

3.  John  Hope  Jr.,  born  April  4,  1924,  married  Theresa  Claire 
Morris,  December  26,  1945.  Lives  in  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

a.  Deborah  Claire,  born  October  24,  1951. 

b.  Mark  Gregory,  born  July  10,  1954. 

c.  John  Kenneth,  born  May  21,  1958. 

3.  Martha  Frances,  born  January  17,  1926,  married  Harold 
Wayne  Shipman,  October  12,  1949.  Lives  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

a.  Terry  Wayne,  born  May  11,  1950. 

b.  Roland  Stephen,  born  November  15,  1951. 

c.  John  Rodney,  born  February  18,  1953. 


William  Ray,  born  August  20,  1899,  married  Irene 
Hughes,  February  11,  1923,  died  January  11,  1956. 

1.  Donna  Belle,  born  January  31,  1947. 

Lucile,  died  at  birth. 

Anna  Belle,  born  November  16,  1902,  married  Howard 
Harris,  June  9,  1895.  She  died  July  29,  1935.  Harris’ 
second  wife  was  Lovella  Kemp,  born  October  20,  1903, 
married  July  19,  1936.  Harris  died  July  27,  1957. 

1.  William,  born  October  29,  1922,  married  Dot  Ward,  January 
16,  1943. 

a.  William  Jr.,  born  January  8,  1944. 

b.  James,  born  August  26,  1946. 
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2.  Joseph  Ray ,  born  March  8,  1926,  married  June  Wiggins, 
June  13,  1929.  Died  August  17,  1957. 

a.  Randy,  born  November  10,  1948. 

b.  Wanda,  born  November  9,  1953. 

3.  Carolyn,  born  April  13,  1927,  married  Jack  Harris,  March 
9,  1950. 

a.  Debbie,  born  September  15,  1952. 


Jerome  Silvey,  born  October  4,  1904,  married  Mirtie  Lee 
Fletcher,  February  15,  1924. 

1.  Donna  Marie,  born  December  19,  1924,  married  Henry  Seay, 
November  1,  1947. 

a.  Donna  Marie,  bom  August  20,  1948. 

b.  Jim  Henry  Jr.,  born  April  24,  1951. 

c.  Duran  Dean,  born  September  25,  1955. 

2.  Jerry  Dean,  born  August  4,  1928,  married  Sara  Pass,  De¬ 
cember  21,  1951. 

a.  Laura  Elise,  born  July  14,  1954. 


Martha  Merle,  born  March  31,  1907,  married  Winston 
Harvie  Price,  January  9,  1927. 

1.  Hugh  Don,  born  September  2,  1929,  married  Mary  Helen 
Walker,  June  12,  1955. 

2.  Mary  Sue,  born  March  31,  1932,  married  Roland  Hubert 
Braswell,  August  11,  1952. 

a.  Pamela  Sue,  born  May  13,  1954. 

b.  David  Roland,  born  December  3,  1956. 
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Lee  Burle,  born  March  31,  1907,  married  Carrie  Music, 
born  September  23,  1926. 

1.  James,  born  August  27,  1950,  married  Alice  Norton. 

a.  Randal 

b.  Stephen 


The  Family  of 

WILLIAM  SEABORNE  and 
SARAH  E.  SEWELL  McCARLEY 


Ellen  Ruth,  born  September  19,  1891,  died  June  1892. 

Rudy  Payne,  born  October  22,  1893,  married  Evelyn 
Crook,  1915. 

1.  William  Lee,  born  July  1,  1918,  married  Katherine  Moore, 
December  1940. 


Alice  Inez,  bom  November  2,  1895,  married  Herren  L. 
Johnson,  August  11,  1936.  He  was  born  October  22,  1891. 


Hoyt  Frank,  born  May  22,  1899,  married  Evelyn  Boyd. 
Died  April  14,  1936. 

1.  Robert  Alexander,  born  March  14,  1936. 

Mary  Elizabeth,  born  April  23,  1903,  married  Edwin 
William  Jackson,  August  1949.  He  was  born  in  1904. 
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ROY  B.  SEWELL,  SR.,  1960 
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MARY  WHATLEY  SEWELL,  1960 
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The  Children  of 
WILLIAM  MONROE  and 
ELLEN  SEWELL  JOHNSON 


Charles  Otis,  born  April  14,  1897,  married  Mamie  Ange- 
line  Sherard,  April  18,  1917.  She  was  bom  July  27,  1899. 

1.  Mary  Ellen,  born  August  17,  1918,  married  Jack  Welborn 
Tolbert  Sr.,  March  14,  1953. 

a.  Jack  Welborn  Jr.,  born  July  17,  1954. 

Sarah  Sibyl,  born  September  8,  1899,  married  Lemuel 
Duston  McMahan,  September  22,  1918.  He  was  born 
January  13,  1896. 

1.  Elizabeth,  born  August  8,  1920,  married  George  Holland 
Lane,  February  27,  1938.  He  was  born  February  2,  1918. 

a.  Gloria  Kay,  born  May  27,  1943. 

b.  Allen  Charles,  bom  October  25,  1945. 

2.  Dorothy,  born  April  6,  1922,  married  Maurice  Edward 
Gaines  Sr.,  June  16,  1940.  He  was  born  December  24,  1920. 

a.  Maurice  Edward  Jr.,  born  November  9,  1941. 

b.  Mack  L.,  born  March  1,  1943. 

c.  Timothy  Kenneth,  born  December  5,  1949. 

3.  William  O.,  born  November  22,  1927,  married  Dean  Teague 
December  18,  1948.  She  was  born  April  26,  1930. 

a.  William  Steve,  born  November  9,  1949. 

b.  Linda  Gale,  born  June  12,  1953. 

Willie  Maude,  born  January  6,  1901,  married  Major 
Gibbs,  December  3,  1916.  He  was  born  July  13,  1895. 

1.  Frances,  born  December  1,  1918. 

2.  Lillian,  born  October  6,  1923,  married  George  Willie  Horns¬ 
by,  March  16,  1940.  He  was  born  January  8,  1923. 
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a.  Billy  Joyce,  born  June  22,  1941. 

b.  Margaret,  born  October  20,  1942. 

c.  Linda,  born  August  17,  1944. 

d.  Patsy  Ann,  born  December  9,  1951. 

Ethel  Ellen,  born  December  20,  1905,  married  John  D. 
Saxon,  March  21,  1936.  He  was  born  February  9,  1907. 

1.  Brenda  Sue,  born  May  2,  1952. 

Mattie  Lee,  bom  July  17,  1903,  married  William  Clyde 
Beck,  December  25,  1922.  He  was  born  November  7,  1902. 

1.  Sara  Louise,  born  August  2,  1931,  married  Davie  Lamar 
Polston,  June  25,  1948.  He  was  born  November  3,  1922. 

a.  Michael  Lamar,  born  October  9,  1952. 

2.  Willis  Jackson,  born  May  8,  1936,  married  Loyce  Charlene 
Scales,  December  28,  1956.  She  was  born  September  2,  1940. 

Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  March  10,  1910,  married  Curtis 
Saxon,  December  26,  1926.  He  was  born  June  27,  1909. 

1.  Charles,  born  October  12,  1927,  married  Foy  Wallace,  June 
29,  1951.  She  was  born  May  20,  1932. 

a.  Tony,  born  August  3,  1953. 

2.  Lois  Ellen,  born  June  2,  1929,  married  Wm.  E.  Ward,  April 
9,  1949.  He  was  born  April  2,  1928. 

a.  Wayne,  born  August  3,  1950. 

b.  Janet  Carol,  born  June  29,  1956. 

3.  Wilma  Jean,  born  March  19,  1932,  married  Thurman  Lov- 
vorn,  January  7,  1950.  He  was  born  July  13,  1927. 

a.  John  Byron,  born  May  28,  1956. 

b.  Charlotte,  born  April  2,  1952. 

Ernest  Eugene,  born  March  20,  1914,  married  Dorothy 
Lovvorn,  January  26,  1935.  She  was  born  December  18, 
1914. 


[66] 


,0£  isdotoO  mod  ,)  ’jinauiM  .H 
.W^I  ,H  J*»noA  *od  ,fibflLI  .o 
.I?$l  S  vrimoooQ  mod  tnaA  x?J£S(  .b 

.G  "iol  t  n  '  u  ,S()e  ,0":  yjdwv  '  jv  d  ,m;i  u8  JH 
,V0(M  ytBtntfel  mod  df  m  ,t£  cfou&H  ,110x1*?. 


ab^I  >  0:  HiW  bs#i  8*n  ,fOCl  ,YI  (!  i  m<d  ,sn :  i.-r«M 

. 

lodrnavoVl  mod  mvt  oK  .8^  I  „ :*  1  nor  M 

SZQl  S  vrirtu O  mod  <umi  I  bci  <1  .£ 


anahaiQ  ooyoJ  bahiBin  ,d€Ct,8  y  M  n  \  A  v  ,A  VN  .2 

.O^QI  ,$  iodmaiqsZ  mod  guv/  w2  .dfct'i  ,8£  lodrawCI  <?  'koZ 

■  ,  u  >  £>;.  r  sai  ,01  di  ,01  rbr  Jv,  mod  ,h;  h.;  5118  HTUfl 
.'OQi  Si  Sir/l.T.  -d  new »!  <  M  ,<■  i  ■a.  3Q,no>jio 

•:i  t  ,  l  vo  i  b'  i  /$.(!!  /:  vx’  nO  crio-J  ;  hv,AO  J 

.££<>1  ,0S  tysM  mod  •  w  arig  ,lcVl  ,« 

.&£<>!  ,S  IhqA  him!  -sw  ,H  CMI  ,<i 
(Ji  /-  J  I  '  -d  r  :.i 

.d?  i  OS  ?ruil  m<-d  «tcniD  i  .d 


y.i’oiuU  boh  .‘Bf:  A  iQl  f0£  rLu;M  mod  ,  *, ii.i  r&*<dxH 


,81  isdrno^aG  mod  mv  ariZ  .££Ql  ,d£  ymmfll  .nio/voJ 


The  Children  of 
SHELLY  CHARLES  and 
ANNIE  TWEEDELL  SEWELL 


Abbie  Claire,  born  November  23,  1906,  married  Charles 
Robert  Smith,  June  26,  1927.  He  was  born  July  23,  1904. 

Katherine  Frances,  born  November  20,  1909,  married 
Kemp  Ruben  Owens,  September  13,  1936.  He  was  born 
April  9,  1906. 

John  Franklin,  born  August  13,  1912,  married  Jimmie 
Louise  Pece,  September  28,  1930.  She  was  born  June  28, 
1913. 

1.  Donald  Franklin,  born  August  7,  1932,  married  Emma  Evelyn 
Mobley,  July  25,  1954. 

a.  Daniel  Franklin,  born  July  25,  1959. 

2.  Kenneth  Arlen,  born  September  25,  1935. 

Mildred  Elizabeth,  born  April  9,  1915,  married  Charles 
Maurice  Humphries,  July  5,  1938.  He  was  born  December 
14,  1913. 

Julia  Nell,  born  December  20,  1918,  married  Kenneth 
Wilson  Blanchard,  June  6,  1954.  He  was  born  August  28, 
1902. 

Charles  Henry,  born  January  8,  1923,  married  Marjorie 
Rice,  January  11,  1946.  She  was  born  March  21,  1925. 

1.  Karen  Ann,  born  April  22,  1954. 

2.  Jan  Marie,  born  June  29,  1956. 

3.  Gregory  Charles,  born  January  26,  1958. 
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Roy  Brown 
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and  Mary  Whatley  Sewell 
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IT 

V-zndoubtedly  the  most  im¬ 
portant  event  in  my  life  was  the  day  I  married  Mary  Ellen 
Whatley.  Perhaps  more  important  was  the  first  time  I  saw 
her  because  that  was  the  beginning  of  the  attachment  that 
has  meant  so  much  to  me.  I  was  a  senior  in  Bowdon  High 
School.  One  day  standing  with  a  friend  looking  out  of  an 
upstairs  window  at  school,  I  noticed  Mary  Whatley  standing 
on  the  walk  talking  with  some  other  girls.  I  decided  then 
and  there  she  was  the  prettiest  girl  I  ever  had  seen  and 
my  friend  agreed. 

“1  think  I’ll  ask  her  to  let  me  walk  with  her  after  church,” 
I  said.  My  friend  said  he  was  going  to  ask  her,  too,  but  I 
told  him  I  had  spoken  first. 

So  after  services  that  spring  night  at  the  Bowdon  Baptist 
Church,  I  asked  her  to  let  me  walk  home  with  her  .  .  .  and 
for  some  reason  she  said  “yes.”  She  was  just  a  Freshman 
and  from  that  moment  I  called  her  my  best  girl.  She 
finished  at  Bowdon  and  went  to  the  University  of  Georgia 
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in  Athens  where  she  graduated  from  the  College  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  I  called  on  her  as  often  as  possible  and  finally  she 
accepted  the  proposal  of  the  young  traveling  salesman. 

We  were  married  June  5,  1923  at  the  Bowdon  Methodist 
Church.  It  was  a  simple  sweet  wedding  in  the  traditional 
manner.  Her  maid  of  honor  was  Lillie  Rainwater  and  my 
best  man  was  Ridley  Loworn,  a  first  cousin  of  Mary’s. 
Lillie  and  Ridley  later  were  married,  inspired  by  the 
romantic  setting  of  that  evening  no  doubt. 

It  was  fortunate  indeed  that  I  looked  out  of  the  window 
that  day  and  saw  how  pretty  Mary  was  for  I  might  have 
looked  the  country  over  and  never  found  a  finer  girl  to  help 
me  through  life. 

Mary  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Prof.  Willis  Jones 
and  Emma  Loworn  Whatley.  Prof.  Whatley  was  educated 
at  Bowdon  College  and  at  the  State  University  of  Kentucky 
where  he  graduated  in  Commerce.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  Coweta  County  and  principal  of  Elim 
High  at  Hendy,  Georgia.  On  removal  to  Bowdon  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  was  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  and  Latin  at  Bowdon  College.  He  was 
called  to  Washington,  D.  C.  for  special  work  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  in  1 900  and  served  several  months  on 
the  project.  At  Bowdon  College  he  was  a  member  of  the 
building  committee  and  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
After  a  visit  to  his  parents  in  Antioch  in  the  winter  of 
1905,  he  was  stricken  with  pneumonia.  Medical  science 
in  those  days  was  baffled  by  pneumonia  and  he  lived  only 
12  days.  He  died  on  February  12,  1905,  a  young  man  of  35. 

His  death  in  the  prime  of  life  and  promise  was  noted 
with  tributes  from  press  and  from  men  and  women  in  public 
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life.  He  was  regarded  as  a  leading  educator,  a  public  spirited 
citizen  and  a  loyal  Baptist  who  had  served  his  church  as 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  deacon  and  clerk. 

Five  children  were  left  to  be  reared  by  his  courageous 
wife.  She  was  the  former  Emma  Cindonie  Lovvorn,  the 
daughter  of  Col.  William  Daniel  Lovvorn,  farmer  and 
miller,  who  represented  Randolph  County  in  the  Alabama 
Legislature  and  later  moved  to  Bowdon,  Georgia,  where 
he  spent  a  long  useful  life. 

“Miss  Donie”  became  father  and  mother  to  the  children, 
three  boys  and  two  girls.  Mary  was  only  two  and  a  half 
years  old  when  her  father  died.  The  youngest  boy,  Willis 
Jones  Whatley,  Jr.,  was  born  a  few  months  after  his  father’s 
death.  Mrs.  Whatley  accepted  her  responsibilities  cheerfully 
and  managed  to  give  them  the  best  in  a  wholesome  home 
life  and  a  liberal  education. 

Mary  Sewell  was  of  sturdy  pioneer  stock.  She  was 
descended  from  Oman  and  Matilda  Pitts  Whatley  of  Troup 
county.  Oman  Whatley’s  parents,  Archie  and  Fannie  Sor¬ 
rels  Whatley,  formed  the  second  white  family  to  settle  west 
of  the  Chattahoochee.  They  were  surrounded  by  Indians 
then  and  Oman  learned  their  language  and  their  ways. 
The  aborigines  in  later  years  committed  many  depreda¬ 
tions  on  white  settlers  but  never  harmed  the  Whatley 
family.  Oman’s  son,  Walton  Bell,  married  Julia  R.  Persons 
and  they  were  Mary’s  grandparents.  Walton  B.  Whatley  was 
a  Confederate  soldier,  an  educator,  a  legislator,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  roads  and  revenues  and  a  devoted  Baptist. 
They  had  eleven  children  of  which  Mary’s  father  was  the 
third  oldest. 

As  you  might  expect  from  her  ancestry,  Mary  has  all  the 
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admirable  qualities  that  make  a  good  wife  and  mother.  We 
lived  in  Atlanta  and  in  time  bought  a  small  farm  near 
Bremen  where  we  can  enjoy  cool  quiet  summers  and  enter¬ 
tain  our  friends  in  an  old  time  farm  house. 

My  business  always  has  taken  me  away  from  home  for 
much  of  the  time  and  Mary  really  has  been  father  as  well 
as  mother  to  our  two  sons.  She  has  inspired  them  to  be 
upright  honorable  men  and  no  wonder  they  are  utterly  de¬ 
voted  to  her. 

Roy  Brown  Sewell,  Jr.  was  born  March  25,  1925,  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.  and  I  have  been  proud  of  him  ever  since 
I  first  laid  eyes  on  him.  He  was  a  happy  little  boy.  He 
graduated  from  North  Fulton  High  School  which  was  just 
a  few  blocks  from  our  home  in  Atlanta  and  entered  Emory 
University.  He  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Business  Admin¬ 
istration  and  I  am  glad  to  say  was  interested  in  coming  into 
our  business. 

From  the  start  Roy  showed  a  pleasant  personality  as  a 
salesman  and  was  successful  in  his  territory  which  was 
Georgia  and  particularly  Atlanta. 

His  sensitive  nature  and  artistic  sense  made  him  a  natural 
for  buying  our  fabrics  and  soon  he  was  selecting  the 
patterns  that  made  our  garments  outstanding  in  our  field. 
As  vice  president  of  the  firm,  he  showed  sound  business 
ability  and  I  am  confident  he  will  mature  as  a  capable  execu¬ 
tive. 

Roy,  Jr.,  was  married  December  1,  1949  to  Margaret 
Duckworth,  daughter  of  Lon  Duckworth,  of  Atlanta,  and 
it  has  been  a  happy  union.  Their  family  consists  of  Peggy, 
born  March  6,  1951,  Cindy,  born  May  14,  1953,  and  Janet, 
born  March  5,  1956.  They  have  made  their  home  in  a 
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The  Sewell  Arms 
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Irom  earliest  times,  fami¬ 
lies  or  groups  adopted  symbols  or  badges  by  which  they 
could  be  identified  or  recognized  by  neighbors.  The  shoulder 
patch  of  modern  army  units  is  a  survival  of  the  idea. 

In  time,  governments  in  England  and  on  the  Continent 
registered  family  “coats  of  arms”  or  banners  with  devices 
that  identified  the  wearer;  his  coat  of  arms  was  worn  into 
battle;  his  retainers  rallied  to  it  in  the  field.  On  state  occa¬ 
sions,  it  was  a  decorative  phase  of  dress. 

In  Burke’s  “General  Armoury,”  the  arms  most  commonly 
borne  by  the  Sewell  family  in  England  are:  “Sable,  a 
chevron  between  three  bees  volant  arg.”  That  is  “a  black 
shield;  a  chevron  between  three  flying  bees  of  silver.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  these  arms  were  borne  by  the 
Sewells  long  before  the  incorporation  of  the  heralds  (The 
Herald’s  College)  which  only  took  place  in  1484,  one 
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reads  in  “The  Sewells  of  the  Isle  of  Wight”  by  Montague 
Charles  Owen,  now  in  the  New  York  Public  Library.  The 
Owen’s  volume  reveals  that: 

“On  the  tomb  of  Sir  John  Sewell,  at  Houghton  Regis, 
in  Bedfordshire  are  carved  these  arms:  ‘A  chevron 
between  three  butterflies.’  Sir  John  lived  in  the  latter 

part  of  the  fourteenth  century.  I  should  think  it  is 
probable  that  either  the  butterflies  on  Sir  John’s 

family  tomb  are  intended  for  bees,  or,  through  bad 
draughtsmanship,  the  butterflies  of  the  fourteenth 
century  got  at  a  later  date  changed  to  bees.” 

Sir  John  Sewell  was  a  follower  of  the  Black  Prince  and 
lived  near  Dunstan.  The  tomb  is  an  effigy  of  a  knight  in 
armour  defaced  and  weatherbeaten  over  the  centuries. 

Fuller’s  “Worthies  of  England”  declares:  “The  arms  (the 
Sewell  bees)  were  commonly  borne  by  many  descendants 
of  the  name  and  became  a  tradition  before  the  late  Sixteenth 
Century.”  The  arms,  featuring  the  three  bees  were  assigned 
to  John  Sewals,  Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire,  1382. 

Two  other  coats  of  arms  are  of  record  for  other  branches 
of  the  family.  Robert  Sewell,  younger  son  of  John  Sewell, 
of  Great  Henny,  Essex,  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber  of 
King  Charles  I,  was  granted  “Argent  on  a  bend  gules  three 
martlets  of  the  first.”  The  Sewells  of  Ferris  Court,  near 
Stroud,  Gloustershire,  used  “on  a  bend  three  owls.” 

As  regards  the  crest  used  by  families  bearing  the 
Sewell  bees,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  variation.  In  Burke’s 
volume  two  crests  are  assigned  to  the  Sewells:  “A  dexter 
arm  embowed  in  armor  ppr.  garnished  or  holding  an  acorn.” 
Another  Sewell  crest  is  given  as  “In  a  chaplet  of  roses, 
argent,  leaves  vert,  a  bee  volant  or.”  A  variation  of  the 
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Plwto  by  Reeves 

ROY  B.  SEWELL,  JR.,  and  family,  1960 

Margaret,  wife;  Janet  4;  Peggy  9,  Cindy  7 


Od'  v  ii'iii'l  tarn  ,.Mt  ,J.  Lr;  //.  ,e  8  YOfl 


WILLIAM  SEWELL  and  family,  1960 

Ann,  wife  and  Mary  Ethel,  8  months 


♦ 


crest  widely  used  is:  “A  dexter  arm  embowed  in  armor 
ppr.  holding  a  beehive.” 

The  motto  used  by  the  Sewells  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
is  “This  arm  protects  the  industrious.”  Other  branches  use 
mottoes  of  their  own  choice  since  latitude  is  given  in  adopt¬ 
ing  a  motto. 

It  seems  fitting,  then,  that  the  oldest  recorded  arms  for 
the  Sewell  family  bearing  the  three  silver  bees  may  be  used 
by  American  descendants  of  the  name. 
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Chapter 


Auburn  Mementoes 
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Feeling  that  the  traditional  battle  cry  of  Auburn  “War  Eagle”  ought 
to  be  honored  with  a  song,  I  commissioned  a  song-writing  team  in 
New  York  to  produce  one.  One  of  those  submitted  was  approved.  It 
was  presented  to  the  Alumni  Association  and  they  hold  all  rights  to  it. 

War  Eagle 


Lyric  by  Music  by 

AL  STILLMAN  ROBERT  ALLEN 

With  spirit 
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As  a  youth  at  Auburn  I  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  spirit  of  the 
/"V  place.  No  one  ever  expressed  it  clearer  than  George  Petrie, 
whose  “Auburn  Creed”  is  still  cherished  by  the  men  who  attended 
the  old  school. 


THE  AUBURN  CREED 


I  Believe  that  this  is  a  practical  world  and  that  I  can  count  only  on 
what  I  earn.  Therefore  I  believe  in  work,  hard  work. 

I  Believe  in  education  which  gives  me  the  knowledge  to  work  wisely 
and  trains  my  mind  and  hands  to  work  skillfully. 

/  Believe  in  honesty  and  truthfulness  without  which  I  cannot  win  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  my  fellow  men. 

I  Believe  in  a  sound  mind,  in  a  sound  body  and  a  spirit  that  is  not 
afraid  and  in  clean  sports  that  develop  these  qualities. 

I  Believe  in  obedience  to  law  because  it  protects  the  rights  of  all. 

I  Believe  in  the  human  touch  which  cultivates  sympathy  with  my 
fellow  men  and  mutual  helpfulness  and  brings  happiness  for  all. 

I  Believe  in  my  country  because  it  is  a  land  of  freedom  and  because 
it  is  my  own  home  and  that  I  can  best  serve  that  country  by  “doing 
justly,  loving  mercy  and  walking  humbly  with  my  God,” 

And  because  Auburn  men  and  women  believe  in  these  things,  1 
believe  in  Auburn  and  love  it — George  Petrie. 

iii 

Here  is  another  quotation  that  always  has  meant  a  lot  to  me: 
“When  you  get  in  a  tight  place  and  everything  goes  against  you  ’ til 
it  seems  as  if  you  cant  hold  on  a  minute  longer,  never  give  up 
then  cause  that  is  just  the  place  and  time  the  tide  will  turn.” 

Harriet  Beecher  Stowe 
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JLt  was  three  years  ago 
that  Roy  Sewell  first  talked  to  me  about  helping  him  write  a 
book  about  his  family. 

‘‘Why?”  I  asked  with  confidence  born  of  many  years  of 
warm  friendship  that  it  would  be  received  in  the  spirit  in- 
-  tended. 

“I’d  like  to  get  out  a  book  about  our  family  for  my 
children  and  grandchildren,”  he  said,  “I’d  like  them  to 
know  what  good  people  my  grandparents  and  my  mother 
and  father  were.  And  I’d  like  to  tell  them  what  a  fine  man 
my  Brother  Warren  is  and  how  he  and  my  Brother  Robert 
had  the  courage  to  bring  a  new  business  through  times  that 
would  have  discouraged  average  men.” 

So  it  was  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  kinfolks  that  inspired 
Roy  to  get  a  book  together  .  .  .  and  he  himself  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  industrialists  of  the  day,  a  stalwart  in  the 
development  of  Georgia. 
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Roy  Brown  Sewell  was  one  of  eleven  children  born  on  a 
farm  near  Graham,  Alabama.  He  attended  “country 
schools”  at  Graham,  Comer,  Newell  and  Bowdon.  He 
wanted  to  be  a  doctor  and  entered  Auburn.  He  was  in  the 

« 

Class  of  1922,  but  the  urge  to  be  a  traveling  salesman  pulled 
him  into  the  new  clothing  business  that  his  brothers  Warren 
and  Robert  had  launched.  They  gave  him  his  first  job,  sell¬ 
ing  clothing,  and  that  basically  is  still  his  job. 

Roy  Sewell  loved  people  and  found  happiness  in  his 

1 

work.  The  Sewell  and  Longino  Clothing  Company,  jobbers 
of  men’s  wear,  ventured  into  manufacturing  in  Atlanta  in 
1926.  They  incorporated  in  1931  with  Robert  as  Chairman 
of  the  Board  (fresh  variation  in  protocol)  Warren  as  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Roy  as  Vice  President.  Later  they  moved  to 
Bremen.  The  adventurous  Robert  left  the  corporation  in 
1937  and  established  a  hat  manufacturing  business,  leaving 
Warren  and  Roy  at  the  controls. 

After  honorably  performing  government  contracts  during 
the  war  for  O.D.  pants  and  Eisenhower  jackets,  the  brothers 
in  1945  decided  to  separate.  Warren  established  the  Warren 
Sewell  Clothing  Company  in  Bowdon  and  Bremen  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  line  marketed  as  “Warren  Sewell  Clothes.”  Roy 
headed  the  tough  core  of  the  old  Sewell  Manufacturing 
Company  to  make  “Sewell  Clothes,”  using  the  subhead 
“Genuine”  on  the  labels. 

Launching  his  company  with  a  net  worth  of  $750,000, 
and  his  own  inexhaustible  energy,  Roy,  as  president, 
piloted  the  development  of  a  project  that  is  the  talk  of 
industry.  In  1959,  the  “Roy  Sewell”  operation,  now  housed 
in  three  magnificently  equipped  plants,  had  a  net  worth  of 
$4,000,000,  and  it  produced  597,329  units  (suits  and 
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sport  coats)  in  1959,  which  is  about  three  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  men’s  clothing  units  produced  in  the  nation. 
The  newest  plant,  a  huge  air-conditioned  coat  shop,  is  the 
largest  installation  of  its  kind  in  the  industry.  The  layout 
all  on  one  floor  easily  produces  15,000  units  a  week  with 
1,400  happy  employees,  all  folks  from  the  neighborhood, 
working  50  weeks  a  year,  a  condition  within  the  industry 
that  makes  for  high  morale. 

This  Sewell  operation  thrives  on  Christian  principles  from 
management  to  bundle  boys,  reflecting  the  devotion  to  “the 
Golden  Rule”  that  stems  from  Roy  Sewell  himself.  He 
practices  the  tenets  of  his  religion  in  all  his  relations  within 
and  without  the  plant.  His  personality  is  an  echo  of  his 
vivacious  mother  who  loved  gaiety  and  poetry  and  quoted 
scripture  to  keep  her  flock  aware  of  the  Biblical  principles 
of  life. 

An  echo  of  his  life  in  his  mother’s  home,  he  cherishes 
maxims  and  quotations  as  his  blueprint  for  living:  “Man 
plans  but  destiny  rules”  ...  “I  never  expect  to  quit  trying 
to  do  better”  .  .  .  “It  can  be  done;  I  may  not  do  it  but  it 
can  be  done”  . .  .  “You  had  better  do  everything  you  can 
while  you  can”  .  .  .  “Religion  and  diet  are  very  much 
alike;  you  can’t  cheat  and  get  by  with  it”  .  .  .  “When  trying 
to  make  a  decision,  make  two  columns,  one  for  and  one 
against;  add  them  up  and  get  your  decision”  .  .  .  “When  I 
did  well  I  heard  it  never;  when  I  did  ill,  I  heard  it  ever”  .  .  . 
“The  modern  business  pace  calls  young  men  for  ideas 
and  older  men  for  decisions”  .  .  .  “Lord,  let  me  be  doing 
Thy  will  when  You  take  me  from  this  earth.” 

Every  time  Roy  Sewell  gets  a  new  hat  he  has  these  mot¬ 
toes  typed  to  put  in  the  band:  “Lord,  help  me  this  day  that 
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I  may  not  leave  one  thing  undone  that  I  should  do,  nor 
do  one  thing  that  I  should  leave  undone”  . .  .  “This  time 
like  all  other  times  is  a  very  good  time,  if  we  but  know 
how  to  use  it”  .  .  .  “Lord,  Thou  knowest  I  shall  be  very 
busy  this  day.  I  may  forget  Thee.  Do  not  Thou  forget  me.” 

His  favorite  scripture  is:  Prov.  3:  5-6:  “Trust  in  God 
with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  under¬ 
standing.  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  Him  and  He  shall 
direct  thy  paths.” 

Knowing  that  all  good  comes  from  an  Inexhaustible 
Source,  Roy  Sewell’s  life  has  been  marked  by  generous 
assistance  to  those  in  need  and  by  notable  philanthropies. 
Listed  alphabetically,  his  philanthropy  has  been  devoted 
to  Auburn  University  and  Baptist  churches  and  causes,  and 
other  worthwhile  projects  affecting  his  neighborhood,  his 
state  and  his  country.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  National 
Auburn  Alumni  Association  and  a  member  of  its  executive 
committee.  He  successfully  headed  a  campaign  to  raise  over 
$400,000,  from  private  sources  to  improve  the  standing  of 
its  engineering  school.  In  recognition  of  his  outstanding 
service  to  the  university  and  the  cause  of  education  he  was 
awarded  the  Algernon  Sydney  Sullivan  Citation  in  1957 
and  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by  his  Alma 
Mater  in  1958. 

Our  man  has  served  on  the  staff  of  several  Georgia 
governors  and  frequently  has  been  called  into  conferences 
on  welfare.  His  service  on  Governor  Vandiver’s  Committee 
on  Economy  and  Reorganization  saw  him  associated  with 
a  group  that  performed  a  significant  service  for  good 
government.  He  is  a  deacon  in  the  Second-Ponce  de  Leon 
Baptist  Church  (Atlanta),  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Gideon 
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Bible  Society,  a  Shriner,  a  member  of  the  Capital  City  Club, 
member  of  the  Sunset  Hills  Club,  Carrollton,  Ga.,  an 
Alabama  colonel,  a  Georgia  Colonel,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  American  Foundation  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Psychiatry,  New  York,  director  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  and  Exchange  Bank,  Bremen,  and  the  Touch¬ 
down  Club  of  Atlanta.  Roy  also  holds  a  commission  as 
a  Kentucky  Colonel  and  never  misses  a  Derby  in  his 
clubhouse  box.  This  latter  interest  is  maintained  with  vast 
enthusiasm  ...  for  there  he  can  rub  shoulders  with  100,- 
000  people.  He  is  never  happier  than  when  mingling  with 
his  fellow  man  to  whom  he  is  loyal  and  devoted.  A 
stranger  is  a  friend  he  has  not  met,  you  might  say. 

The  home  life  of  Roy  Sewell  has  been  as  happy  as  his 
numerically  larger  family  at  the  plants  and  in  his  territory. 
He  married  Mary  Ellen  Whatley  in  1923.  She  had  been 
his  high  school  sweetheart.  Her  father  was  a  college  pro- 

«r«  * 

fessor  and  her  mother  a  consecrated  Christian  whose 
husband  died  and  left  her  with  five  children.  Mary  attended 
schools  in  Bowdon  and  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  Athens.  The  Sewells  live  in  a  handsome  home 
at  the  corner  of  Habersham  and  West  Wesley  Roads  in 
Atlanta,  but  spend  the  summers  in  a  rambling  rustic  house 
on  a  farm  near  Bremen.  It  offers  two  well  stocked  lakes 
where  the  Sewells  and  their  friends  enjoy  fishing.  They 
have  two  sons.  Roy,  Jr.  is  married  and  lives  in  Bremen  with 
his  wife,  the  former  Margaret  Duckworth  of  Atlanta,  and 
three  daughters.  Young  Roy  is  Vice  President  of  the  Sewell 
Company,  selects  the  fabrics  and  travels  a  wide  territory. 
Bill  Sewell  is  newly  married  to  the  former  Ann  Davis  of 
Atlanta.  They  are  both  attending  Auburn  University,  work- 
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ing  for  their  degrees.  They  have  a  baby  daughter. 

Roy  Brown  Sewell  maintains  what  politicians  call  “the 
common  touch.”  He  mingles  easily  with  employees,  with 
his  customers  and  with  men  in  all  walks  of  life.  Each 
season,  spring  and  fall,  he  takes  a  heavy  case  of  samples, 
hangs  coats  in  his  automobile  or  in  a  plane  and  fares  forth 
to  call  on  the  trade.  He  sells  more  units  than  any  sales¬ 
man  on  his  staff.  He  calls  on  “big”  customers  and  the  “little” 
ones.  He  knows  their  family  status  and  keeps  up  with  facets 
of  their  private  lives.  Every  buyer  is  his  friend  truly. 

Now  and  then  somebody  tunes  up  his  courage  to  suggest 
that  Roy  quit  traveling  and  call  the  shots  from  his  office  in 
Bremen. 

“I’d  get  old  and  fat”  he  says,  “fat  in  body  and  mind. 
I  enjoy  meeting  customers.  In  that  way  I  keep  up  with  the 
market,  what  they  want  in  clothes  and  hear  complaints 
first  hand.  I  also  keep  up  with  the  political  and  economic 

picture  in  several  states.  Frequent  trips  to  the  market  in 
New  York  keep  me  up  to  date  on  the  national  scene.  I 

have  no  idea  of  becoming  a  swivel-chair  operator.  ...  I 
know  you  mean  well  by  the  suggestion  but  forget  it.” 

Roy  was  in  the  tragic  plane  crash  just  outside  Atlanta 
in  1941  when  seven  were  killed.  He  and  Captain  Eddie 
Rickenbacker  escaped  with  serious  injuries  ...  yet  within 
two  months  he  was  covering  his  territory  by  plane  as  usual. 
He  has  always  been  in  a  great  hurry  yet  never  too  rushed 
to  make  it  clear  to  an  acquaintance  that  it  is  a  big  moment 
in  the  day  that  brought  them  together.  Such  a  man  thrives 
on  activity  .  .  .  and  he  lives  with  his  eyes  on  the  future,  to 
him  a  fascinating  vision. — ED  DANFORTH. 
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